Komunikata.id
Volume 2 (7), 2022

A Deixis Analysis of Avril Lavigne's Song ""The Best Dam
Thing"
Renitasari*
Dion Tira Erlangga2
English Literature
English Education

renitasari23@agmail.com
diontiraerlangga@agmail.com

Abstract

This paper is disscuses about deixis analysis in the song lyrics of Avril Lavigne’s album “The best
dam thing’ in 2007. The purposes of this paper is to find out the types of deixis in the song lyrics
of Avril Lavigne. The study uses the theory advocated by Allan Cruse (2000) regarding the kind of
deixis. Moreover, in conducting of the research, the researcher uses descritive qualitative method,
which describe about the kind of deixis which is the data taken from reading and listening song
lyrics in the album. After that, the researcher identifying and classifying the types of deixis are
used in Avril Lavigne song lyrics. The findings of the data analysis shows that the types of deixis
such as person deixis, temporal deixis, spatial deixis, social deixis, discource deixis are used in the
song lyrics of Avril Lavigne’s album. The results of the finding from the data that researcher can
conclude that the all of deixis all found in the song lyrics of Avril Lagvine “ the best dam thing”
album. The dominant deixis in this analysis is personal deixis which shows (f=31) and followed by
discourse deixis which shows (f=21), temporal deixis which shows (f=18), spatial deixis which
shows (f=14) and the last is social deixis which shows (f=9).
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INTRODUCTION

In generally, language is a tool or system of symbols for purposes of communication and
interaction with each other people (Mandasari & Aminatun, 2019), (Aminatun & Oktaviani,
2019). In addition, people use language to transfer their ideas (Mandasari & Aminatun,
2020), emotion or desire either in oral or written form (Fatimah et al., 2021). Therefore,
language that used ought to be meaningful to prevent misunderstanding or
misinterpretation between sender and receiver (Cahyaningsih & Pranoto, 2021),
(Suprayogi & Eko, 2020). Besides, language is not only use as communication media but
also usually involved in other fields such as language as art (F. M. Sari & Wahyudin,
2019), usually it can be found in advertisement and entertainment which appears in the
society such as novel, movie, music and etc (Puspita, 2021), (Setri & Setiawan, 2020).
Furthermore, the one example of entertainment media is music which is familiar in the
society. According to (Aguss et al., 2021), music is a basic of human instinct, and also a

daily life human activity which is universally inspire with love and experience. Meanwhile,
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according to (Afrianto & Guld, 2019), music is expected to give pleasure for people
listening to it that is an arrangement of sound made by musical instrument, singing or
computer, or combination of these. In this era, listening music is not only categorized as a
hobby but also become favorite things for many people starting from, children, teenagers,
and adult (Samanik, 2021), (Kardiansyah, 2019). Besides, people listen to music while
doing their activities such as studying, working, even during sleeping (Fithratullah, 2019),
(Nababan & Nurmaily, 2021). According to (Kuswoyo & Indonesia, 2021), music can
evoke different feeling among audiences and also especially making through their
creativity which creative by song (Mandasari & Wahyudin, 2019), (Putri & Sari, 2021).
Therefore, people will achieve pleasure and experience mood change by listening to music
(Samanik & Lianasari, 2018), (Ngestirosa et al., 2020).

Furthermore, there are many kinds of music such as rock, jazz, pop and etc. All those kinds
of music have spread everywhere including in our country (Pranoto & Suprayogi, 2020Db).
According to (Gulo, 2018), in music, songs are compositions that contain vocal lyrics that
are sung and accompanied by musical instruments. Moreover, the lyricist tries to take the
audience to the world created by their imagination (Nindyarini Wirawan, 2018),
(Fakhrurozi & Puspita, 2021). In addition, a number of lyrics in a song also give an
inspiration for life (Mertania & Amelia, 2020). Therefore, when the listener listen the song
sometimes they do not only to try to apprehend the meaning of lyrics itself, but also the
meaning of the reader or speakers mean (Aminatun, 2021), (Sinaga & Oktaviani, 2020).

The study of the speaker meaning usually called as pragmatic.

According to (Sartika & Pranoto, 2021), pragmatic is concerned with the study meaning as
communicated by the speaker and interpreted by the listener. Communication clearly
depends on not only recognizing the meaning of word in utterance or in a sentence (F. M.
Sari & Putri, 2019), but also recognizing what speaker means by utterance (Puspita, n.d.),
(Journal et al., 2021). Besides, misunderstanding of meaning could happen in the language
users (Yudha & Mandasari, 2021). That is the understanding related to references of the
utterance or sentences which able to understand about a reference of utterance, listener,
reader, should be able to identify the contexts of utterance (Gul et al., 2020). Moreover,
there are some scopes of pragmatic namely presupposition, entailment, deixis, speech act
and etc (Pranoto & Suprayogi, 2020a), (Suprayogi, 2019). Therefore, in this paper is a

modest attempt to analysis the kinds of deixis in the song lyrics of Avril Lagvine.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

According to (K. Sari & Pranoto, 2021), deixis is one of the most basic things in technical
term in utterances. Moreover, the word ‘deixis’ is borrowed from the Greek word for
pointing or indicating. Additionally, deixis directly concern with the relationship language
and context which is reflected in structures of language their salve (B. N. Sari & Gulg,
2019), (Samanik, 2019).

Furthermore, in pragmatic there are several types of deixis. According to (Fithratullah,
2021), there are five types of deixis, which is person deixis, spatial deixis, temporal deixis,

social deixis and discourse deixis.

e Personal deixis

Deictic words include pronouns (I, you, they, we, she, he, it, me, them, us, him;
mine, yours, hers, myself, yourself, herself, himself, ourselves, themselves, itself),
possessive adjectives (my, your, our, their, his, its, her), and verb inflection (I like,
you like, he or she likes). Person deixis consists of three categories. They are 1st

person, 2 person and 3rd Person.

e Spatial deixis

Spatial deixis is deixis which indicates the location of some spaces between the
speaker and the listener. Spatial deixis is also known as place deixis or locative
expressions. Spatial deictic word indicates location in space relative to the speaker.

The most basic spatial deictic words are adverbs, here and there.

e Temporal deixis

Temporal deixis is a deixis to point to a time. As (Al Falaq & Puspita, 2021) pointed out
that temporal deictic word indicates the timing of an event relative to the time of speaking.
It’s used to locate points or intervals on the time axis, using the moment of utterance point.

The markers of time in deixis of time are now, tomorrow, today, yesterday, then etc

Komunikata.id 3



Komunikata.id
Volume 2 (7), 2022

e Social deixis

Social deixis is that Social deictic words are expressions whose function is to
indicate the position of the referent on the scales of social status and intimacy
relative to the speaker. The pronounce system of some languages also referring
grammatical information about the social identities or relationships of the
participants in the conversation or utterance Saeed.

e Discourse deixis

Discourse deixis also known as text deixis. Discourse deixis refers to such matters as the
use of this to point to future discourse elements such as listen to this, it will kill you!, and
that to point to past discourse elements such as that was not a very nice thing to say.
Sometimes, certain sentence adverbs such as therefore and furthermore include an element

of discourse in their meanings.

METHOD

This paper is focus to investigate deixis in the song lyrics of Avril Lagvine’s album. In this
study, researchers used a qualitative descriptive method to analyze data. It means that, the
researcher is based on the characterizations and phenomena and the data analyzed is
description not number. Moreover, in this research, the researcher elects lyrics of the songs
of Avril Lagvine’s album. Furthermore, the data was taken from song lyrics in Auvril
Lagvine entitled “the best dam thing” released in 2007, which consist of five songs:
girlfriend, the best dam thing, when you're gone, everything back but you, and Sippin on
sunshine. In addition to collecting the data the researcher uses listening and reading to find
out the kind of deixis. In other hand to collecting the data there are several steps namely:

e The researcher listened to the songs of “the best dam thing” album in order to
understand the lyrics in detail.

e Second, the researcher searched the script of the lyrics of “the best dam thing”
album on internet

e Then the researcher chose the lyrics to be analyzed from each song.

Komunikata.id 4



Komunikata.id
Volume 2 (7), 2022

e The last, researcher marked all of the chosen lyrics to be analyzed and determine

the types of deixis.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This paper proves finding and discussion in song lyrics of Avril Lagvine’s album. The
purpose of this analysis is to find out the types of deixis in song lyrics. Moreover, in this
paper, the researcher analyzed the song according to the title songs which are girlfriend,
the best dam thing, when you're gone, everything back but you, and Sippin on sunshine.
After analyzed and collected the data. Then the researcher found that Avril Lagvine tends
to use such types of deixis include personal deixis, spatial deixis, temporal deixis, social
deixis, and discourse deixis. The types of deixis in the Avril’s song lyrics used in the

various and have different meaning and reference.

Table 1: Girlfriend - Avril Lagvine she's  like
S,
whatever
Types of Deixis
Lyrics Personal | Spatial | Tempor Social Disco
al urse
| don't like 1, your - - Girlfrien -
your d Table 2: The best dam thing — Avril Lagvine
girlfriend
| think I, you - - - -
you need a Types of Deixis
new one Lyrics Persona | Spatial | Tempora | Social | Discour
I could be 1, your - - Girlfrien - | | se
your d All right, now Me, - Now - -
girlfriend let me hear you you
| know | I, you, - - - That say: "hey, hey,
that  you me ho" (Hey, hey,
like me hey)
| think I, you All the | hate it when a it - - Guy When
about you time guy doesn't get
all the the door
time Even though I | I, Him - Yesterda - Even
And you | You, | - - - And told him y, the though
know I'm yesterday and day
right the day before before
I think we I, we - Now - - My Cinderella My - - - -
should get story scene? Cinder
together ella
now You won't, You, - - - Never
And even You - - - When won't,  won't, me
when you you won't get
look away rid of me never
So come - Here - - So Like it or not, | She, me - - - Even
over here even  though though
Cause She - - - Cause she's a lot like
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time of month |
don't want to

hold his hand

me And they come | They, Home - Ex-
Me, I'm a Me, | - - Queen home smelling their girlfrie
scene, I'm a like their ex- nd
drama queen girlfriend

You don't | You, I - - - Now | - - Now -
know trouble, everybody's

I'm a hell of a gonna see

scandal

Why a certain 1, his - Month - -

According to the table 1 above, it can be seen that the singer “Avril Lagvine” uses five of

deixis in the girlfriend song. In addition, the types of deixis that dominate in this song is

personal deixis, and also followed by discourse deixis, temporal deixis,m social deixis and

spatial deixis. Moreover, there are six personal deixis words namely: I, you, your, me, we,

and she. Furthermore, personal deixis also divided into 3 categorizes namely 1% person, 2"

person, 3" person. Meanwhile, the researcher found around 5 discourse deixis namely: that,

and, when, so and cause. It was only two deixis words from social deixis, temporal deixis,

and one from spatial deixis.

According to the table 2 above, it can be seen that the singer (Avril Lagvine) always uses a

lot of personal deixis in her lyrics. If we see on the table, there are more than ten personal

deixis in the song “the best dam thing”. Moreover, in this song the researcher also found

some deixis like 5 word in the temporal deixis, 4 words in the social deixis, and only one

word in the spatial deixis.

Table 3: When you’re gone — Avril Lagving Is made up on | Your On - - -
your side your
Types of Deixis | side
Lyrics Persona | Spatial | Tempor | Soci | Disd count the steps | I, you - - -
| al al oursthat you take

I always needed I, my I hever thought | I, you There - - Neve
time on my own I’ need you r
And the bed | You | Thebed - - | Andthgre when I cry when
where you lie wher

e Table 4: Everything back but you — Awril
Need you there | You, I - - - | Whe Lagvine
when | cry n Types of Deixis
Do you see how | You, I - Right - How Lyrics Pers | Spat | Tempora | Social | Disco
much | need you now onal | ial | urse
right now? Today was the | | - Today - -
And the clothes You, On the - - And worst day: |
you left, they lie they floor went through
on the floor hell
I can hardly | I,you, Here - - - Two months | You | - Two - But
breathe; | need me away  from |1 months
to feel you here you, but |
with me couldn't tell
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The postcard | You | Tha | - - - I wanna see | 1, Thousan -
that you wrote t you cry like I | you d times

with the did a thousand

stupid little times

note Now  you're | You Now -
Smelled like | It, - - - And losing me, | , me

cheap you you're losing

perfume, and me now

it didn't smell Because you | You - Becau
like you wrote se
And now | You | The | Now Bitch, | And

you're re slut,

somewhere psych

out there with opath

a

Bitch, slut,

psychopath

According to table 3 above, it can be seen that the third song of Avril Lagvine always uses
personal deixis, and the domain deixis which is first person, and second person. Besides,
the researcher also found out lots of spatial deixis in the when you’re gone lyrics, contrast
from the analysis of the first and second songs which is rarely found in spatial deixis. Not
only spatial deixis that the researcher found out, but also the researcher found out discourse
deixis which around 5 words and only one word in temporal deixis. In other hand, the
researcher does not find social deixis in the lyrics.

According to the table 4 above, it can be seen that the researcher found out the dominant in
the personal deixis , similar in the first and second song. Moreover, the researcher found
out the social deixis such as : Bitch, slut, psychopath. Not only that, but also the researcher
also found out temporal deixis such as: today, two months, now, thousand times for spatial
the researcher found out such: that and there. And the last is discourse deixis like: because,
and , but.

Table 5: Sippin on sunshine — Avril Lagvine beach,  you my beac
holding my h
Types of Deixis hand
Lyrics Persona | Spati | Temp | Social | Disco| Got an - In - -
I al oral urse | umbrella the
Boy, you get | You, - - Boy So | stuck in the sand
me so high me sand
I'm sippin' on [ On | Sunshi - - | Watching the - The - -
sunshine sunsh ne waves  crash shore
ine into the shore
Hotter  than - - Hotter - Than| We can Kick it We - All -
July , July all night night
Forever and - - Today - And | Underneath - Unde | Moonl -
today Ithe moonlight reat | ight
Down at the | You, The - - - | h the
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moon 2 | The best 10 1 4 4 3
light dam thing
I just wanna | - 3 | When 6 5 1 5
stay you’re
But when the - - - - But, gone
party ends when| [4 | Everything 4 2 5 3 3
back but
Table 6: Data collecting deixis analysis in the you
5 songs 5 Slpplr) on 5 5 6 1 5
Types of deixis sunshine
No | Titled Perso | Spatial | Temp | Social | Disto Total 31 14 18 9 21
pnal F oral F urse
() ) F)
1 | Girlfriend 6 1 2 1 5

According to the table 5 above, it can be seen that the researcher found out the dominant in
spatial deixis in sippin on sunshine lyrics song. Besides, the researcher found little from
personal deixis, contrast in the first and second song which there are many personal deixis
listed in the song. Moreover, the researcher found out another deixis such temporal deixis,

social deixis, discourse deixis and personal deixis.

According to table 6 above, it can be seen that the dominants deixis from the five song
lyrics there are: personal deixis which shows (f=31), followed by discourse deixis which
shows (f=21), temporal deixis which shows (f=18), spatial deixis which shows (f=14) and
the last is social deixis which shows (f=9). From the result above that the author or the

singer (Avril Lagvine) always uses personal deixis to point out someone or something.

CONCLUSION

The researcher can conclude that the purpose from this research is to find out the kind of
deixis in the song lyrics of Avril Lagvine “the best dam thing” album which released in
2007. The research of this paper using the theory from Allan Cruse (2000), which is
classify deixis into 5 categorizes namely: personal deixis, spatial deixis, temporal deixis,
social deixis and discourse diexis. Moreover, the researcher uses qualitative descriptive
method to analyze the data. The data was taken from internet to get the lyrics. After the
researcher getting the data, the first thing that that researcher should to do is to classify
each lyrics based on the deixis. The results of the finding from the data that researcher can
conclude that the all of deixis all found in the song lyrics of Avril Lagvine * the best dam
thing” album. The dominant deixis that have be found is personal deixis which shows
(f=31) and followed by discourse deixis which shows (f=21), temporal deixis which shows
(f=18), spatial deixis which shows (f=14) and the last is social deixis which shows (f=9).
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