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Abstract  

The drama biographical film "The Pursuit Of Happyness" is based on the book "The Pursuit Of 

Happyness" by Chris Gardener and is based on a true story. Produced by Steve Tisch, James 

Lassiter, Tood Black, Jason Blumenthal, and Will Smith (who also plays the main character in this 

movie), directed by Gabriele Muccino. Will Smith, Jaden Smith, and Thandie Newton star. This 

movie will definitely teach you a lot about life. The story of this movie is about a small, simple 

family. Chris Gardner, played by Will Smith and Linda, played by Thandie Newton, is a husband 

and wife who have a son named Christopher, played by Jaden Smith, who lives in a simple, small 

rental house. A bone density scanner, which is thought to be very revolutionary, was purchased by 

this family with their savings. They make their living selling these machines.  
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INTRODUCTION  

The story of this movie is about a small, simple family. Chris Gardner, played by Will 

Smith and Linda (Novanti & Suprayogi, 2021a), played by Thandie Newton (Puspita & 

Pranoto, 2021), is a husband and wife who have a son named Christopher (N. R. Putri & 

Sari, 2021), played by Jaden Smith (N. Putri & Aminatun, 2021), who lives in a simple 

(Suprayogi et al., 2021), small rental house (Simamora & Oktaviani, 2020). A bone 

density scanner (Nurmalasari & Samanik, 2018), which is thought to be very 

revolutionary (Gulö & Nainggolan, 2021), was purchased by this family with their savings 

(Kardiansyah & Salam, 2021). They make their living selling these machines (Ayu & 

Aminatun, 2021). However, things were not going as planned at the time (Utami et al., 

2020). Chris was unable to market the device (Nurmala Sari et al., 2021). Due to the poor 

economy (Suprayogi & Pranoto, 2020), there has been a family dispute recently 

(MULIYAH et al., 2021). Due to tax issues (Amelia & Daud, 2020), he declared 

bankruptcy at the height of the conflict (Puspita & Amelia, 2020), and Linda separated 

from Chris and his son Christopher (Wahyudin & Sari, 2018). He could even be referred 

to as homeless (Mandasari & Wahyudin, 2021). because all he had was Christopher 

(Kardiansyah & Salam, 2020), his son. Chris did something that helped him build his 

reputation (Septiyana & Aminatun, 2021b), he kept his problems to himself (Afrianto et 
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al., 2021). Still looking good (Kasih, 2018), and you're trying to figure out what's wrong 

(Fadilah & Kuswoyo, 2021).  

Chris is a person who is extremely eager to learn (Qodriani, 2021), intelligent (Novanti & 

Suprayogi, 2021b), and persistent (Sinaga & Oktaviani, 2020). This is evident in the fact 

that he studied for six months (Handayani & Aminatun, 2020) without being compensated 

(Aminatun et al., 2021) in order to fulfill his desire to become a stockbroker (Suprayogi & 

Eko, 2020). He had to balance taking care of his son (Qodriani & Wijana, 2021), selling 

the goods he would need to survive for six months (Puspita, 2021), studying at a company 

that provided training for stockbrokers (Kardiansyah, 2021), and finding customers for the 

business at the same time (Ambarwati & Mandasari, 2020). He is also required to finish 

his work quickly so that he can live in a home for homeless people that he finds in the first 

place (Septiyana & Aminatun, 2021a). Chris must be extremely self-disciplined in this 

instance (Rahmania & Mandasari, 2021). 

Here, Chris teaches us to look for even the smallest happiness (Simamora et al., 2022). 

Keep running to fulfill his dreams of happiness (Kuswoyo, Sujatna, et al., 2022). Chris 

claims that even in his slumped state (Aminatun & Oktaviani, 2019), he can still find 

happiness (Qodriani & Wijana, 2020). He also gets along well with his son. because we 

create our own harmony” (Mandasari & Oktaviani, 2018). 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

The film's plot begins in 1981 in San Francisco, California. Chris Gardner, Linda, and 

Christopher, Chris's 5-year-old son, live in a small apartment together (Muliyah et al., 

2020). Chris is a salesman who used all of his family's savings to purchase a franchise for 

selling portable bone scanners (Asia & Samanik, 2018). Chris asked him not to bring him 

along when he initially wanted to bring Christopher along (Lestari & Wahyudin, 2020). 

The incredible life story of Gardner was published as an autobiography in May 2006 under 

the title The Pursuit of Happiness (Mandasari & Wahyudin, 2019), and it quickly became 

the no (Mandasari, n.d.). 1 has been featured in the Washington Post and New York Times 

for more than 20 weeks and has been translated into more than thirty languages (Yudha & 

Mandasari, 2021). After six months, one of the best interns from the 30 who participated in 

the internship will be hired by the company as an employee or stockbroker (Oktaviani & 

Mandasari, 2019). In addition, the internship did not come with a salary for the six months 
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it lasted (Mandasari, 2020). Chris accepted Chris' free internship offer (Mandasari et al., 

2022). While Chris was working the internship without pay (Mandasari & Aminatun, 

2019), he began to run out of money (Sartika & Pranoto, 2021). He ended up homeless 

after losing his rental property (Mandasari & Aminatun, 2022). 

This film tells the story of a small, simple family (Oktaviani et al., 2020). Chris Gardner, 

played by Will Smith and Linda, played by Thandie Newton, is a married couple with a 

son named Christopher (Oktaviani et al., 2022). Christopher, played by Jaden Smith, lives 

in a simple (Oktaviani & Ayu, 2021), small rental house. This family spent their savings on 

a bone density scanner (Nuraziza et al., 2021), which is thought to be very revolutionary 

(Utami et al., 2021). They sell these machines for a living. But at the time, things weren't 

going as planned. Chris had no success promoting the gadget (Wahyudin, 2018). A family 

dispute has recently occurred as a result of the poor economy (Wahyudin & Rido, 2020). 

At the height of the conflict (Heri Kuswoyo et al., 2017), he filed for bankruptcy because 

of tax issues (Sari & Wahyudin, 2019), and Linda split up with Chris and his son 

Christopher (Aminatun, 2021). He might even be called homeless (Kardiansyah & 

Qodriani, 2018). because Christopher, his son, was all he had (Fitri & Qodriani, 2016). 

Chris shows us to look for even the smallest happiness in this place. Keep running to help 

him achieve his happiness goals (Qodriani & Kardiansyah, n.d.). Chris asserts that he is 

capable of happiness even in his slumped state (Qodriani & Kardiansyah, 2018). 

Additionally, he is compatible with his son. because we make our own peace and harmony 

(Candra & Qodriani, 2019). In building his reputation, what Chris did was don't tell other 

people about the problems in his life. Still looking fine, and trying to find a solution 

yourself. Chris is a person who is persistent, intelligent, and has a high willingness to learn 

(Purwaningsih & Gulö, 2021). He is also required to complete his duties quickly so that he 

can live in a homeless home that he gets in the first place he can live in that place (Amelia 

et al., 2022). In this case, Chris is required to be a super-disciplined person, by upholding 

honesty, integrity and teamwork. When he doesn't know the answer to a question, he will 

answer that he doesn't know. Although at first he was belittled and unappreciated in my 

opinion it was his process towards happiness. After all his hard work for 6 months 

(Kuswoyo, Budiman, et al., 2022). 

METHOD 
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This study's analysis is based on library research. This study relies on Chris Gardner's The 

Pursuit of Happiness as its primary source, while various online publications and books on 

the American Dream serve as secondary sources. The following are some of the required 

books for this project: M.H. Abrams and an Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama 

Sixth Edition of A Literary Terms Glossary. The character theory is derived from those 

books. To learn more about the social situation in the United States, Harvey's Reading in 

Society and Thought in Modern America, Lyndon's My Hope for America, and Stephen's 

Transatlantic Slave Trade are also recommended. This work also makes use of electronic 

sources, which provide information about Black American Dream and commentaries on 

the novel. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

The movie version of The Pursuit of Happiness helps readers visualize Chris as a 

significant character, but the novel does not provide them with the same plot details. In 

addition, the novel was first published in 2006, and Will Smith starred in the movie 

adaptation. Anyone who has followed Will Smith's career knows that the box office 

success of The Pursuit of Happiness is no surprise. In Gardner's character, Smith exhibits 

his greatest depth and variety. 

CONCLUSION  

Another term to be defined is Black American Dream. As written above, American Dream 

is the dreams to expect achievement. In the past, there was Dr. King‟s dream about the 

prevention of desegregation and hope that color would not matter. Dr. King has greatly 

affected the African- American race who supports black people to be more educated and to 

improve their life condition especially in economic condition 
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