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Abstract  

In the United States, racial segregation persists. Black people suffered injustice as a result of this 

racial segregation. They are treated differently at work and are kept apart from white people in 

public places and schools. They could only study in particular schools, drink from particular 

fountains, and borrow books from a specific black-only library. Even though 75% of bus 

passengers at the time were black, this segregation was also implemented on the Montgomery Bus 

Line, which resulted in black people not being hired as drivers, being forced to sit in the back of 

the bus, and frequently being told to give up their seats for white people. As a result, something as 

innocuous as refusing to give up his seat to a white passenger became a significant act. It stands 

for resistance. Rosa Parks refuses to accept a system that treats her and her people differently. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Racial segregation in the United States (Fithratullah, 2021), as a general term (Ngestirosa 

et al., 2020), includes the segregation or separation (Sartika & Pranoto, 2021) of facilities 

and services (Pradana & Suprayogi, 2021) such as housing (Agustina et al., 2021), 

medical care (Nuraziza et al., 2021), education (EWK, 2018), employment (Qomariah & 

Sucipto, 2021), and transportation based on race (Kuswoyo et al., 2021). The term often 

refers to the legal (Setiawan et al., n.d.) or social coercion of African Americans (Samanik, 

2018) from other races, but also refers to discrimination (Kuswoyo et al., 2020) against 

people of color by the white community (Amelia, 2021). The term refers to physical 

segregation (Pranoto, 2021) and the provision (Al Falaq & Puspita, 2021) of "separate but 

equal" facilities (Fithratullah, 2019), despite the fact that these facilities are often unequal 

(Oktavia & Suprayogi, 2021), as well as other forms of racial discrimination (Fakhrurozi 

& Puspita, 2021), such as segregation of roles within an institution (Nababan & Nurmaily, 

2021), for example in the case of rosa parks in 1955 which sparked a bus boycott in the 

United States (Yudha & Mandasari, 2021) due to being separated from the white people's 

unit (Aminatun, 2021), but the law also controlled the racist actions of white people 

(Candra & Qodriani, 2019). 
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An African-American woman named Rosa Parks sat on a bench in the front row of the bus 

(Aminatun, Muliyah, et al., 2021). Some time later, the bus became full of passengers 

(Septiyana & Aminatun, 2021a). The bus driver asked Parks to move (Novanti & 

Suprayogi, 2021b) and gave up his seat to a white passenger (Nurmala Sari & Aminatun, 

2021). Parks refused (Kardiansyah & Salam, 2020). His actions sparked one of the largest 

social movements in history (Mandasari & Wahyudin, 2021). Born Rosa Louise McCauley, 

she was born on February 4, 1913 in Alabama, United States (Aminatun, Ayu, et al., 2021). 

Rosa was educated at Alabama State University (Suprayogi & Eko, 2020), but 

unfortunately had to leave school (Puspita, 2021) because her grandmother fell ill 

(Handayani & Aminatun, 2020). Growing up in the South, Rosa very often faced racial 

discrimination and violence (F. M. Sari & Wahyudin, 2019). He became active in fighting 

for the African-American civil rights movement from a young age (Qodriani & Wijana, 

2021). At the age of 19, Rosa married Raymond Parks (Fadilah & Kuswoyo, 2021), a 

young man who was also actively fighting to end racial injustice (Gulö & Nainggolan, 

2021). Together, the couple works with many social justice organizations (Fitri & Qodriani, 

2016). Rosa has also served as secretary at the National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People (NAACP) (Amelia & Daud, 2020). By the time Rosa got on the bus 

(Septiyana & Aminatun, 2021b), she was already an administrator and leader of the 

African-American civil rights movement (Novanti & Suprayogi, 2021a). His age at that 

time was 42 years (Kasih, 2018). Although his bold actions have started a protest 

movement (Sinaga & Oktaviani, 2020), he has suffered consequences for refusing to give 

up his seat (Kardiansyah, 2021). He was arrested and also lost his job (KUSWOYO et al., 

2013) at a convenience store in Montgomery (Oktaviani et al., 2020). After her arrest, 

black people in Montgomery (and people of other races who also sympathized with Rosa's 

case) organized (Qodriani, 2021) and promoted a boycott (Ayu & Aminatun, 2021) of 

local bus lines that lasted 381 days (Mandasari & Oktaviani, 2018). Martin Luther King, Jr. 

is the person appointed as the spokesperson and teaches the non-violent movement to all 

participants (N. R. Putri & Sari, 2021). This movement is also assisted by Rosa (Muliyah 

et al., 2020). Rosa's hard work proved invaluable to the Civil Rights Movement in Detroit 

(MULIYAH et al., 2021). He is an active member of several organizations working 

(Mandasari & Agusty, n.d.) to end racial injustice in the city (Ambarwati & Mandasari, 

2020). 
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LITERATURE REVIEW  

Rosa Parks Redux: Racial Mobility Projects on the Journey to Work 

1 December 2015 marks the sixtieth anniversary of Rosa Parks‟s defiant act (Afrianto et 

al., 2021). Her resistance reveals the possibility (Wahyudin & Sari, 2018) of an 

emancipatory racial mobility project in the urban United States (Rahmania & Mandasari, 

2021). Racial disparities in commuting are not simply (Qodriani & Wijana, 2020a) a 

technical problem to be fixed (Suprayogi & Pranoto, 2020) but a political project that 

engages larger questions (S. N. Sari & Aminatun, 2021) about justice and the urban 

experience (N. Putri & Aminatun, 2021). Commuting as a racial mobility project connects 

multiple racial projects (Qodriani, 2021) in the city in housing (Kardiansyah & Salam, 

2021), labor markets (Suprayogi et al., 2021), urban transportation systems (Puspita & 

Amelia, 2020) and reveals the varied ways in which mobility through the city confers 

advantage and disadvantage (Puspita & Pranoto, 2021). Empirical analysis remains 

necessary to focusing and sustaining attention on these racial patterns of inequality 

(Nurmalasari & Samanik, 2018). Out on the streets, the case of Rosa Parks illustrates how 

mobility confers subjective power through which political claims can be mobi-lized 

(Qodriani & Wijana, 2020b), a lesson exercised daily on the buses of Los Angeles by the 

BRU  (Ayu & Pratiwi, 2021) and by other transportation acti-vists (Lestari & Wahyudin, 

2020) fighting for racial justice on the journey to work (Aminatun & Oktaviani, 2019). 

METHOD  

The method used in this study is a qualitative research method. The author uses data from 

written and electronic documents. From written documents, data is taken from articles. 

Namely ”The northen promised land that wasn't : Rosa Parks and the Black Freedom 

Strunggle in Detroit. The literature used is not only in print media but also in electronic 

media and films. Print media include books, novels, magazines, magazines, and journals. 

While the electronic media using the internet exploration. The historical approach in this 

study is used to see the existence of black people in America in the past so that the racism 

aspect of the roles of black people in the film can be revealed. 



  Komunikata 

  Volume 2 (8), 2022 

4 Komunikata 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Racism is a serious problem for black people in America, because the difference in skin 

color between black and white is not only a biological problem, but has become a social 

problem. In this case, Rosa Parks in her story suggests that the issue of racial 

discrimination is no longer a biological concept, but rather refers to an understanding of 

the social and historical context. If the issue of racial discrimination is viewed from a 

biological point of view, then race will only become a debate that will never end and will 

then collide with the issue of the early creation of humans. The problem of creation, then 

will raise the question why are there white people and why should there be black people? 

The assumption of white people that the black race is inferior causes the relationship 

between the two races to be often hostile / at odds. The conflicting relationship is also 

caused by discrimination, segregation, and streptip treatment of black people. As a result of 

this treatment, the terms white only, colored, and colored waiting room appeared. Likewise 

with the use of public facilities, black people are always placed separately from white 

people. For example, in bus terminals it is often found that there is a segregation of seats 

between blacks and whites. In fact, on the bus black people were not allowed to sit on the 

white people's seats, they had to sit at the back of the bus. For example, the incident that 

occurred on December 1, 1995 in Montgomery, when Rosa Parks, a black person sitting in 

a black seat, was evicted because a white person was about to sit but the seat was full, Roa 

Parks objected to this treatment and finally Rosa Parks was arrested. 42-year-old Rosa 

Parks commutes to work as a tailor at the Montgomert Fair shopping center by bus. At that 

time, the law of segregation was still in effect, where the front of the bus was reserved for 

white citizens and the back seats were reserved for black citizens. There is no specific rule 

requiring drivers to demand that passengers give up their seats to anyone regardless of skin 

color. However, Montgomery bus drivers have adopted the custom of using signs to 

separate passengers by skin color. If necessary, the driver will even ask the passenger to 

hand over the seat to a white passenger. If they refuse, the authorities will intervene. 

The three black passengers agreed to get out of their seats, but not Rosa. He refused and 

remained seated. 

 

 "Why don't you stand up?" asked the driver. 

 "I don't think I should stand up," he said. 
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The driver called the police and arrested Rosa, then placed her in custody. There was 

speculation that the woman was simply physically exhausted so the incident occurred. 

 

 "People say I didn't give up (the chair) because I was tired," he wrote in his 

autobiography, 

 "But that's not true. I'm not tired physically. The only thing I'm tired of is tired of giving 

up." 

 

 Rosa was given the opportunity to contact one person by telephone. She chose to call 

her husband. However, news of his arrest had spread fast. The local NAACP chairman ED 

Nixon immediately devised a plan to organize a boycott of Montgomery city buses. 

Advertisements were placed in various local newspapers and leaflets were printed, 

distributed in residents' housing. The African-American community was asked not to use 

city buses on Monday, December 5, 1955, which coincided with Rosa's trial. People are 

encouraged to stay at home, or to commute to work by taxi or on foot. With most of the 

African-American community not getting on the bus, a longer boycott would do the trick. 

They later formed the Montgomery Improvement Association, which chose Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. as leader. Rosa was found guilty of violating the segregation law. He was 

given a suspended sentence with a fine of $10 plus $4 for court costs. Meanwhile, the 

boycott sparked anger in most of Montgomery's white population and led to violence. 

Nixon and King's house was bombed. However, violence did not prevent the boycott, until 

the national and international press finally highlighted it. The bus boycott was a huge 

success, lasting 381 days. City buses were empty, many people driving cars and others 

taking taxis operated by African Americans. The relentless determination of the African-

American community made the bus boycott in Montgomery one of the largest and most 

successful mass movements against racial segregation in history. Parks, who lost her job 

and experienced abuse, became known as the mother and civil rights movement. 

 

Racial treatment, segregation, stereotypes against black people do not only occur in public 

facilities, but can also be seen in other fields, such as education, employment, and legal 

protection. The treatment of injustice in this field can be seen in the film The Rosa Parks 

Story. 

A. Discrimination at work 
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This discrimination in the field of work can also be seen in the film The Rosa Parks 

Story (2002), Rosa Parks tried to apply for a job but was always rejected just 

because she was a black negro, whereas previously white people received good and 

friendly service, but were treated differently. with rosa parks who has come under 

fire that black people are unacceptable. Racial discrimination has caused black 

people to only work in the agricultural sector and domestic servants. The 

discrimination also determined that black people were only fit to work as hard 

workers. In this case, discrimination against black people has led to different 

treatment with white people. This treatment is the result of the assumption that the 

white race feels superior to the black race. 

Regarding employment discrimination against black people, Davis (1991: 296) 

reveals that in the 19th century many black people worked as barbers and traders, 

but in the 20th century these jobs were largely replaced by white people. Thus, 

blacks were pushed to the bottom of the kind of work that whites disliked, such as 

manual labor, office janitors, or apartment guards. 

 

B. Discrimination in legal protection 

Racism has also had a negative impact on black people in legal protection. As 

inferior people, black people are very difficult to get equal rights in legal protection. 

This treatment is felt by black people in the film The Rosa Parks Story, in one 

scene a black man named Elijah is sentenced and locked up in prison for 

accusations of white people who are thought to have raped white children. This can 

be seen in the dialogue between Rosa Parks and Elijah who tries to help deal with 

the case. This can show that white people are depicted as having the privilege of 

giving views to black people. This view is based on the assumption that white 

people are superior while the black race is inferior. This is due to prejudice and 

discrimination against the black race so that this treatment causes suffering for the 

black community. 

 

During slavery, black people were often treated arbitrarily in law, for example in southern 

America black people were often sentenced to hang without going through a legal process 

or known as Lynching. This is very clearly seen in 1982, as also revealed by Funchs 

(1984:121) that as many as 154 black people in the south were hanged by illegal hanging. 
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CONCLUSION  

The Rosa Parks Story depicts the treatment of segregation and stereotyping of black people 

as the victims of discrimination. In this instance, the film functions not only as a medium 

for entertainment but also as one that can convey information about the lives of black 

Americans. Racism against black people has resulted in a variety of forms of 

discrimination: First, black people are subjected to discrimination in the workplace, where 

they are hired as servants and laborers. The movie demonstrates this: The Story of Rosa 

Parks as a hard worker who is regarded as careless, dishonest, and lazy. gathered an 

overview of the past life of black people. Black people are also depicted as always 

accepting stupid and disgusting forms of discrimination in the movie The Rosa Parks 

Story. a political endeavor that addresses larger issues of justice and urban experience. 

There are advantages and disadvantages to traveling as a project for racial communication 

that connects various racial and other projects in cities related to housing, the labor market, 

urban transportation, and various modes of mobility through cities. This race exhibits a 

pattern of inequality. Rosa Parks shows how to grant property rights to anything that can 

be moved on the street. BRU and other transportation activities hold daily lessons on Los 

Angeles busses. On her way to work, Rosa fights for racial justice. 

  

The most well-known journey in history is depicted in the iconic photograph of Rosa Parks 

sitting in front of the bus. In 1955, Rosa Parks was on her way home from work when she 

refused to give her seat to a white passenger. This act of civil disobedience set off the 

Montgomery bus boycott and brought civil rights to the forefront of the national 

conversation. Cities in the so-called "post-race era" sixty years later continue to generate 

severe racial disparities. I used Rosa Parks' difficult journey to frame a racial mobility 

project that reveals life experiences across sectors of national inequality, generates future 

racial inequality, and spans historic urban racial discrimination processes. According to my 

definition, commuting is a project of racial mobility that organizes, redistributes, and 

mobilizes resources in relation to body movement throughout space along racial lines. This 

framework connects discourses on mobility and race, which both emphasize the dynamics 

of power and politics. This article aims to silence geographers on the intersection of 
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geography, mobility, and the struggle for racial justice in cities by presenting travel to 

work as a project of racial mobility. 
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