Komunikata.id
Volume 2 (8), 2022

A CRISIS OF THE MORAL DECADE IN THE MIDST OF
RACIAL DIFFERENCES: ROSA PARKS' HISTORY (2002)

Amanda Bimantari
Dion Tira Erlangga®
English Literature
English Education

amanda.bimantarii@gmail.com

Abstract

Racism is the core of this study, but its meaning is implied in the title, so it is not stated explicitly.
The movie "Rosa Parks Story" (2002) goes in depth into the different kinds of partiality toward
white people who always feel like they are better than them and support white supremacy. The
racial issues depicted in the film will be thoroughly investigated in this study to ascertain how
white people continue to oppress black people. This study aims to learn about the history of racism
in the United States, particularly in the Montgomery area. In addition, we must comprehend what
took place and the circumstances surrounding it. The story of Rosa Parks is also expected to instill
moral principles into this study. Qualitative data collection techniques are used in the
documentation study portion of the research. Because Rosa Parks inspired the general public with
her courage, this study is expected to inspire readers to continue walking the path of truth without
fear.
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INTRODUCTION

A social condition known as moral decadence is characterized by a decline in moral
standards caused by a variety of factors (Suprayogi & Eko, 2020), (Suprayogi & Pranoto,
2020). According to (Kardiansyah & Qodriani, 2018), moral decadence is the persistent
practice of bad behavior. The environment could play a role in one of them (Kuswoyo,
Sujatna, Indrayani, Rido, et al., 2020), (Afrianto & Restika, 2018), (Guld, 2018). It is
evident that our behavior is significantly influenced by our environment (Fakhrurozi &
Puspita, 2021), (Puspita & Amelia, 2020), starting with attitudes, traits, and how we treat
others all of which are largely influenced by our social environment (Kardiansyah, 2019a),
(Mandasari & Aminatun, 2020), (Septiyana & Aminatun, 2021). A crisis of consciousness
not just an awareness of small things like manners but also of humanity is linked to this
study of moral degeneration (Fakhrurozi et al., 2021), (Qodriani & Wijana, 2020). This
study discusses widespread awareness, specifically in a society that lacks equality and even
has a tendency to dehumanize people. Inadequate awareness of the fact that everyone,
regardless of their differences, deserves the same opportunities and treatment (Suprayogi et
al., 2021), (Teknologi et al., 2021), (Fithratullah, 2021). In this instance, the film "Rosa
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Parks Story (2002)" emphasizes the difference between white people and people of color
or black people (Afrianto & Gulo, 2019), (Lestari & Wahyudin, 2020). This makes it
abundantly clear that the film's racism issue is very present in society (Journal et al., 2021),
(Gulb et al., 2021). According to (Sartika & Pranoto, 2021), racism is an ideology that is
based on treating one person or group of people differently because of their race. It has
even developed into a political doctrine (Nurmalasari & Samanik, 2018), (Kardiansyah &
Salam, 2020). Even according to (Ngestirosa et al., 2020), racism is any action,
circumstance, or opinion that is based on the cultural perspectives of those outside one's
own group and condemns all social values. The racism depicted in the film takes place in
Montgomery, Alabama (Istiani & Puspita, 2020), (B. N. Sari & Gul, 2019).

The film "Rosa Parks Story (2002)" tells the life story of Rosa Parks in a racist society
where white people and black people are treated differently (Amelia & Dintasi, 2019),
(Aminatun, 2021). This injustice continues to occur and assumes that white people control
everything (Choirunnisa & Mandasari, 2021), (Asia & Samanik, 2018). White people are
entitled to everything (Adelina & Suprayogi, 2020), whereas black people are the ones
who are subjected to discrimination and are constantly made difficult (Pranoto, 2021),
(Novanti & Suprayogi, 2021). The black community was extremely enraged by this, but
they were unable to rebel because doing so could harm them (Nababan & Nurmaily, 2021),
(Fithratullah, 2019). Rebellion of any kind can result in the death, imprisonment, or terror
of white people (Amelia & Daud, 2020), (Borman et al., 2020). They really want to rule
over blacks and keep blacks at the bottom, so white supremacy seems endless (Ahmad et
al., 2020), (Qodriani, 2021). Since human rights do not apply here, that is obviously not
fair at all (Mertania & Amelia, 2020), (K. Sari & Pranoto, 2021). Blacks, on the other hand,
are always challenging, despite Whites' high social status everywhere (Kardiansyah &
Salam, 2021), (Oktaviani, Riskiono, et al., 2020). In the movie "Rose Parks Story," that's
what happened. However, there was a courageous woman named Rosa Parks who fought
for civil rights (Amelia, 2021), (Puspita et al., 2021), (Cahyaningsih & Pranoto, 2021) by
refusing to get out of her bus seat when a white man asked her to because white people
wanted to sit there (Fakhrurozi & Adrian, 2021), (Qodriani & Kardiansyah, 2018),
(Oktaviani, 2018). Rosa Parks was taken into custody by the police after the white driver
called them to make an arrest (Putri & Aminatun, 2021), (Mandasari, n.d.), (Afrianto &
Ma’rifah, 2020). She was able to get away, though (Aguss et al., 2021), because he was
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supported by black people for his bravery in upholding civil rights justice (Wahyudin &
Sari, 2018), (Setri & Setiawan, 2020), (Endang Woro Kasih, 2018). From the snippet of the
story, we can see that our persistence in eradicating we must dare to do it together by
holding hands and fighting against each other (Samanik, 2021), (Kardiansyah, 2019b).
There are so many moral messages in the film "Rosa Parks Story (2002)" that we should
learn from (Afrianto et al., 2021), (Handayani & Aminatun, 2020) .

LITERATURE REVIEW

Partiality and White Supremacy, this research departs from the problems faced related to
the issue of racism that continues to occur (Wahyudin, 2018), (Oktaviani, Mandasari, et al.,
2020), especially in the United States in the film "Rosa Parks Story (2002)" (S. N. Sari &
Aminatun, 2021), (Mandasari & Oktaviani, 2018), (Kuswoyo, Sujatna, Indrayani, & Rido,
2020). The situation in which black people or in this film is called “coloured” is much
marginalized and seems to have no rights whatsoever (Samanik, 2018), (lvana &
Suprayogi, 2020). The veneration of whites is always there and it's quite severe. In one
scene there is a glimpse of the “Ku Klux Klan” members in white robes walking and
slaughtering blacks (Qodriani & Wijana, 2021). This indicates the implied message that we
know in the history of the Ku Klux Klan story is that members always call for white
supremacy or call for whites to rule over everything and blacks should not be on the same
level as whites (Pranoto & Suprayogi, 2020), (Puspita & Pranoto, 2021). In this
explanation we find out if the existence of white people has been intimidating and want to
appear superior by considering blacks as a threat. The many stereotypes that have emerged
have added to this endless racial conflict. Whites, who are more numerous than blacks,
dominate and then create bad stereotypes and label blacks as bad people, who makes white

supremacy always happen.

METHOD

This research will collect data qualitatively. Qualitative research is study that seeks to
comprehend the phenomena that study participants encounter. It is better suited and more
appropriate to be utilized for study on topics related to the subject's behavior, attitudes,
motivations, perceptions, and actions. In other words, quantitative methods are not

appropriate for this kind of research. The qualitative understanding here is very appropriate
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where this research will focus on discussing the behavior, attitudes, motivations,

perceptions, and actions carried out by whites against blacks.

Meanwhile, there is also an opinion that qualitative research is more suitable for this kind
of study that attempts to understand social phenomena from the perspective of the
participants. Simply said, it can also be understood as research that is more suited to be
utilized to examine the state or circumstances of the study object. In this explanation there
is a focus on social phenomena from a perspective which relates to what the data will be
taken from both views between behavior and social phenomena. The data in this study is a
film in the form of a video with duration of 1 hour 34 minutes. The data will be processed
based on the procedure for taking several scenes which will then be analyzed for social

issues that arise in it.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The film begins with Rosa Parks who is still young and she has seen a lot of unpleasant
things of partisanship even since she was a child. She couldn't help but sigh and then leave.
Until one day when she was in the forest with her grandfather she saw a young boy who
was black also hung from a tree and died. It is definitely the doing of the whites of course.
Things like this often happen, even in a scene where two little friends of different races (a
white girl and a black boy) are friends at home but the white child's mother finds out, the
boy is dragged to court and the mother said that her son was raped. Whites will tend to
always think of blacks as criminals and negative. This is very similar to an incident called

“Kissing Case” and this scene has the possibility to allude to that incident.

e The Kissing Case

In this incident, two black boys were kissed by their friends, a white girl in the
park. The little girl told her parents if someone kissed her in the room and what
happened was that the two black boys were arrested by the police on charges of
sexual harassment. It is sad to know this considering the misunderstanding that
occurred. At that time the boys were about 5-7 years old which just because they
were black they would always be accused of being criminals. However, in the end
the misunderstanding was solved after 3 months the two boys were imprisoned.
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The actual incident was that one of the young males proposed that one of the young
white girls kiss us on the jaw. "The young girl kissed David on the cheek after
giving me a peck on mine. So, we did not give it much thought. We were only
children.” But when the little girl brought up the kiss at home, her parents became
indignant, and the police began looking for the boy. The police will only trust
whites and not blacks. Therefore they remain imprisoned.

This also happens in a scene where a black boy and girl have been friends since
childhood. This boy is playing at his girl friend's house in her room. However,
someone peeked at him and then complained to the public saying that the black boy
raped her even though he didn't. The boy was in prison and threatened with torture
in the electric chair. Rosa was helpless and emotional after seeing again racial
discrimination hit her race very hard with accusations that were not proven to be
true. It's just a stereotype that has no end and has always been the root of the
negative thoughts of white people who think that black people are always evil.

e Have No Right To Vote In Election

Discrimination is not only in social circles but also appears in discrimination in
politics. Black people were not given the opportunity to vote and were not given
the right to vote in the ballot. The fifteenth amendment was approved by Congress

in 1870. The following is an excerpt from the Library of Congress:

“US citizens cannot have their ability to vote restricted by the federal

government or any state because of their race, color, or former slavery.”

The states did not comply just because the 15th Amendment was passed. Blacks are
still unable to vote in some states. They impose strict standards, pegging voting,
voting literacy tests as a requirement for voting, fraud, making citizens, and black

point numbers from voting.

Likewise in a scene in the movie "Rosa Parks Story" where Rosa's persistence in getting
her voting rights. She kept coming to the polling office to get her vote card. However, her
presence was actually underestimated by the employees there and Rosa was asked to

answer the citizenship test first, while white people who came to the place were also
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immediately given their right to vote. However, Rosa chose to fill it out and then gave it to
the office clerk but the employee said that Rosa failed. Rosa with all her persistence and
courage came again the next day but was still rejected. The third time Rosa came back with
the answers from the citizenship test which she answered validly according to trusted
sources and told the employee if the answer was still wrong Rosa would go to a lawyer to
ask the validity of the answers. Then the cynical white clerk gave her the right to vote but
through the post office. Basically, the persistence and effort will not be in vain. We must
have a strong determination to fight and defend things that must be defended such as the

suffrage that is fought for by Rosa.
Racial Segregation In Schools

A scene shows that young Rosa attends a special school for black children but it turns out
that they have a white teacher or what they call Mrs. White. This would be the start of the
interracial support for which Mrs. White, Mrs. Barton and all the teachers there founded a
school for black children and taught them. The three female teachers struggled to defend
the school because they often received threats and even acts of terror targets such as
burning schools by white people. This happened twice but did not dampen the enthusiasm
of the teachers to maintain the existence of their black students. Mrs. White, Mrs. Barton
and all teachers adhere to "Quaker" which is a belief that all people are equal and equal so
we must treat them well regardless of skin color to do good. According to Oxford
Languages, Quakers are a follower of the Religious Society of Friends, a pacifist Christian
sect started by George Fox around 1650. The Quaker notion of the "Inner Light," or
perception of Christ's direct activity in the soul, is fundamental to their worldview. They

now reject both formal ministry and any predetermined forms of worship as a result of this.

There is a true story in the case of racial segregation at school, namely there is a girl named
Linda. Linda wanted to study at Sumner Elementary School, exclusively for whites, just a
few hundred yards from her house. In addition to being closer, it is possible to play with
friends in their home environment longer. Responding to his son's vent, Oliver didn't want
to disappoint Linda. In September 1950, he hurried to encourage Linda to enroll at Sumner.
Oliver had anticipated that the school would reject Linda's registration right away. The
Brown family could not attend a white school, the school claimed, citing government laws
because they were black (Afro-American). This denial was taken seriously by Oliver. He
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and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), an
organization for African-American groups that had already segregated racial groups in
schools, filed a lawsuit against the government in 1951 before the Supreme Court

(Supreme Court) challenging its educational segregation policies.

Montgomery Bus Boycott

This boycott started with Parks after defying bus driver James Blake's demands to give up
her seat so that the full room could be allocated for white passengers on December 1, 1955,
Parks gained notoriety. One of the largest movements against racial segregation, the

Montgomery Bus Boycott, was launched as a result of this act of disobedience.

In accordance with a 1955 city regulation, African Americans were expected to sit in the
back of the bus and had to give up their seats to white people when the front of the bus was
full. His acts were therefore regarded to be in violation of the city's racial segregation
statutes. On December 5, 1955, a boycott of public transportation got under way under the

direction of Martin Luther King Jr.

This act of defiance started from Rosa Parks which was the most prominent highlight in
the film "Rosa Parks Story (2002)". This part is the point because the action taken by Rosa
seems to be a good change for the black community. A boycott of buses that only respects
white people and is never fair is considered appropriate. Black people seem to have found
courage thanks to Rosa Parks who started the rebellion. Civil rights that are not obtained
by black people must be fought to the death to find justice. That's what Rosa Parks did.

The result of this boycott ended well in which The boycott that took place at that time
ended in victory in December 1956. The Supreme Court upheld the district court's decision
that the segregation of seats on the Montgomerey bus was unconstitutional. The
Montgomery, Alabama, segregation ordinance was finally declared unconstitutional by the
US Supreme Court on November 13, 1956.

CONCLUSION

There is still a lot of racism and discrimination in the world today, making it difficult to
unite disparate groups. This concern is natural, and it would be better if we emulated Rosa
Parks' bravery and tenacity, the main figure in the civil rights struggle's history. We must
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look to the struggle between blacks and whites to combat inequality and partisanship. We
will never be able to fight or rebel without being haunted by fear. But if not us, then who
else? Naturally, this inspires everyone to fight on and not give up when we are right. With

all her bravery, Rosa was able to astonish everyone, particularly the black community.
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