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Abstract  

Slavery is such a contentious issue that finding a solution necessitates an intriguing strategy. A 

person who helped the United States overcome the problem of slavery and achieve the abolition of 

slavery in the United States of America appeared in the midst of this dilemma. Abraham Lincoln 

emerged as a figure who detested and opposed slavery in the midst of the slavery vortex that 

bound the Negroes in Africa. The Abraham Lincoln Gettysburg Address serves as the primary 

source for this study, which employs descriptive qualitative analysis. This study found that 

Lincoln's speech emphasized his conviction that the Civil War was fought for everyone's freedom 

and equality in addition to preserving the Union. Today, a lot of people think that the "short 

speech" is the most powerful way to describe a democratic vision that has ever been written down. 

The American struggle for independence is framed within the context of the Civil War in Lincoln's 

succinct but profound Gettysburg Address. This makes this speech stand out as one of America's 

most significant and significant speeches. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The United States of America has a sufficient capacity to take in immigrants (Pranoto & 

Suprayogi, 2020b), (Pranoto & Suprayogi, 2020a) due to its vast landmass, abundance of 

natural resources (Kuswoyo & Siregar, 2019), (Suprayogi, Samanik, et al., 2021), and 

belief that people are adaptable to new environments (Afrianto & Gulö, 2019), (Styawati et 

al., 2022), (Amelia & Daud, 2020). The immigrants established themselves in the eastern 

and interior regions of the United States (Puspita, 2019), (Suprayogi & Pranoto, 2020), 

(Fakhrurozi et al., 2021). White people begin the process of creating new communities as 

soon as they arrive in the United States (Fakhrurozi & Puspita, 2021), (Samanik & 

Lianasari, 2018). The United States of America's Southern states are where the slavery 

system is most common (Gulö, 2018b), (Afrianto & Restika, 2018), (Kuswoyo et al., 2021). 

Slavery has existed since human civilization (S. N. Sari & Aminatun, 2021) and population 

growth (Arpiansah et al., 2021), (Gulö, 2019). Slavery originated in Africa as a result of 

the slave trade (Puspita & Amelia, 2020), (Istiani & Puspita, 2020). Initially, European 

settlers on the African continent only engaged in trade (Pranoto, 2021), (Suprayogi & Eko, 

2020), which eventually gave way to colonialism and imperialism's exploitation (Afrianto 
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et al., 2021), (Samanik, 2019). The denials that underpinned the master-slave system were: 

of African-American culture, identity, humanity, community, and language (Isnaini & 

Aminatun, 2021), (Mandasari & Oktaviani, 2018), (Choirunnisa & Mandasari, 2021). All 

of these were viewed as ways for slaves to voice their opinions (Fakhrurozi & Adrian, 

2020), (Kuswoyo & Indonesia, 2021) and ultimately question their position in relation to 

the dominant group (Suprayogi, Pranoto, et al., 2021), (Pradana & Suprayogi, 2021). 

European foresight in recognizing opportunities led to the slave trade in Africa (Muliyah et 

al., 2020) and the practice of slavery in the United States (Riskiono et al., 2021), (Kuswoyo 

et al., 2020). Before Christopher Columbus arrived in the Americas, the Native Americans 

had been using slavery for a very long time (Oktaviani & Mandasari, 2019), (Samanik, 

2021). Slaves were typically obtained from people who had been imprisoned in war or who 

had not paid their debts (Pranoto & Afrilita, 2019). In the Aztec and Mayan cultures, 

workers were typically employed to construct temples (Afrianto & Ma‟rifah, 2020), 

(Neneng et al., 2021), and some were even exploited to worship the gods (Fakhrurozi & 

Adrian, 2021). 

Slavery is a very delicate subject, thus it requires an engaging approach to resolve (Putri & 

Aminatun, 2021). A person who helped the United States overcome the issue of slavery 

itself (Gul et al., 2020), (Mandasari & Aminatun, 2020) and achieve the abolition of 

slavery in the United States of America emerged in the midst of this issue (Nuraziza et al., 

2021), (Abidin et al., 2022). Abraham Lincoln made an appearance as a figure who 

detested (Pratiwi & Fitri, 2021) and resisted slavery in the center of the slavery vortex that 

bound the Negro people in Africa (B. N. Sari & Gulö, 2019), (Asmiati et al., 2019). The 

American Civil War, also known as the Slave War, was a conflict between the states that 

broke out after Lincoln won the 16th presidential election (Kardiansyah, 2019), (Samanik, 

2018). At that time, numerous slave nations broke away from the United States to form 

their own nation (Oktaviani, Aldino, et al., 2022), (Gulö, 2018a), (Ahmad et al., 2021). A 

military cemetery was established in Gettysburg (Fadilah & Kuswoyo, 2021), (Aminatun 

et al., 2021). 

Pennsylvania, on November 19, 1863, according to (Endang Woro Kasih, 2018), (Yulianti 

& Sulistiyawati, 2020), President Abraham Lincoln gave one of the most famous addresses 

in American history at that time (Kurniawan et al., 2018), (Fithratullah, 2021), (Gulö et al., 

2021). Lincoln brilliantly touched the audience and reminded the soldiers of war (Aldino et 



  Komunikata.id 

  Volume 2 (8), 2022 

3 Komunikata.id 

al., 2021), (Qodriani & Wijana, 2020), explaining why the Union (as the US was then 

called) had to fight (Ngestirosa et al., 2020), (Yulianti & Sulistyawati, n.d.) and win the 

Civil War in a speech of less than 275 words (Fithratullah, 2019), (Setri & Setiawan, 2020), 

(Qodriani & Wijana, 2021). One of the most significant speeches ever delivered in English 

in the US for America (Candra & Qodriani, 2019), (Oktaviani, Suaidah, et al., 2022). The 

most significant and beautiful speech in American history, the "Gettysburg Speech" is the 

name of Lincoln's well-known speech (Qodriani, 2021). From the background above, the 

purpose of this research is the author will identify why Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg 

Address speech is very important for America.    

LITERATURE REVIEW  

To develop relationships with other people, language is a methodical way to communicate 

thoughts, feelings, and desires. Language is a tool for communication, as we all know. It 

significantly affects human life. Politicians place a high value on language because it is 

used in practically every aspect of their work. According to Beard, the purpose of political 

advertisements, speeches, written materials, and broadcasts is to educate and inform people 

about subjects that are thought to be extremely important. Speaking publicly is obviously 

one of the political acts of politicians that is made possible by the channel given up by 

language. One of the famous politicians in America is Abraham Lincoln, the 16th 

President of the United States. He is renowned for his contributions to the abolition of 

slavery and the unification of North and South America into a single nation. On February 

12, 1809, in Hardin County, Kentucky, the son of a farmer, Abraham Lincoln was born. 

Abraham Lincoln was not just a father of the country who bravely and tenaciously fought 

for equality; he was also a man whose character was developed through conflicts 

characterized by both success and failure. Both in politics and business, he frequently 

failed. He yet came out as a fierce guy who would never give in. Abraham Lincoln made a 

concerted effort to learn more while he was growing up. He read every book he could find. 

Abraham Lincoln also engaged in a variety of jobs. He held jobs before entering politics, 

including those as a woodcutter, soldier, ship's porter, clerk, store manager, post office 

chief, and eventually a lawyer.    

 

His speech was designed to underline the spirit of improving the nation and to inspire all 

trade unions in this direction. Speech can therefore be utilized in any community to create 
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and sustain social bonds, create an image, express feelings, and promote concepts, ideas, 

and initiatives. In this respect, Abraham Lincoln‟s spoken language, especially his speech 

acts, is of great interest to the researcher. The different ways that words can be employed 

to transmit information and carry out actions are the focus of this subject of research. 

When conveying something, a speaker doesn't just use words and grammatical structures; 

he also conveys those words into action. In an effort to ensure that the audience will 

understand, speakers utilize speech acts to try to convey their intentions and purposes. 

Abraham Lincoln delivered his most well-known presidential address on November 19, 

1863, in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. After the Battle of Gettysburg, Lincoln delivers this 

speech at the Union Cemetery in an effort to comfort the families of the fallen soldiers.  

However, it goes far beyond what Lincoln said in his succinct but impactful speech at 

Gettysburg by situating the Civil War in the broader context of America's struggle for 

freedom. 

METHOD  

a) Research Method   

The descriptive qualitative analysis approach was utilized in this study so that the author 

could quantify and evaluate the presence in the selected text, which was taken from 

Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg address Speech. Making reproducible and reliable 

conclusions from texts (or other relevant material) to the settings of their use is the goal of 

qualitative content analysis, a research technique. The purpose of content analysis is to 

provide objective, quantitative information together with qualitative content.   

b) Data Source   

This study's data source is a speech from Abraham Lincoln's Speech. The major source for 

this research is Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address." Furthermore, the transcription 

of the speech is used to facilitate speech analysis.  The data in this study comes in the form 

of transcribed words, phrases, and sentences from Abraham Lincoln's Speech. The 

necessary steps of collecting data are as follows:   

• Reading the Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address speech text more than once   

• Collecting the data by reading the speech and trying to understand it deeply and 

looking for all of utterances   
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• Find out why the speech is so important to America from other related sources   

• Drawing Conclusion   

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

President Lincoln's address is among the most significant ones ever delivered in English in 

the United States. The most significant and beautiful speech in American history the 

"Gettysburg Speech" is the name of Lincoln's well-known speech.    

In the small Pennsylvanian town of Gettysburg, in the country's east, the story begins in 

the summer of 1863. At the time, Gettysburg was a minor market and farming community. 

Two extremely large groups of Army soldiers engaged in combat in the city of Gettysburg 

on July 1-3. One of the key American Civil War battlefields was the location of the battle. 

The little market town of Gettysburg rose to prominence in American history as a result of 

that conflict. Confederate troops under the command of General Robert E. Lee invaded the 

northern states by crossing into the State of Pennsylvania. In an effort to score a decisive 

victory that may advance the Confederate army's objectives, General Lee charged north. 

Attempts were made to create their own state in the southern states where slavery was 

allowed or permitted. They seek the power of self-government. The United States' 

northern states, collectively known as the Union, did not want them to leave.   

The Confederate Army is being followed by the Union Army, which is commanded by 

General George Gordon Mead. In a fight as intense as the summer sun of July 1863, the 

two armies clashed in the city of Gettysburg. Names of locations in Gettysburg and its 

surroundings where fierce fighting occurred can be found throughout American history 

books. Little Round Top, Cemetery Ridge, the Devil's Den, and Pickett's Charge are a few 

examples. In those locations where tens of thousands of warriors lost their lives defending 

the notion behind the United States' founding. The great war was lost by General Lee and 

the Confederate forces. They had to go back down south. The Civil War saw numerous 

further battles. The ones at Gettysburg are among the fiercest. However, not much is well 

recalled. The largest battleground in North America is at Gettysburg. Abraham Lincoln, 

the President of the United States, used the battle as the subject of a speech he gave five 

months later. Gettysburg citizen David Wills wrote the following letter to President 

Abraham Lincoln on November 2, 1863: David Wills said in that letter that the bodies of 
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troops who perished in significant conflicts had been transported and interred in a 

designated location.   

He extended an invitation to President Lincoln to attend a ceremony honoring the soldiers 

who had lost their lives protecting the Union's unity. Edward Everett, at the time the most 

well-known orator in the United States, was the headline speaker that day, David Wills 

added in his explanation. The offer was accepted by President Lincoln. The president 

might have accepted the offer for a number of reasons, according to historians. It's 

possible that President Lincoln believed it was appropriate to remember those who gave 

their lives during the Civil War. The ceremony might have been seen by the president as a 

chance to emphasize the significance of the battle. This event is significant to the president 

for several reasons, including the creation of freedom and equality under the law as well as 

the stability of the Union's member nations. A pretty extensive speech was labored on and   

prepared by President Lincoln. At White House, he penned the speech by himself. One 

day prior to the event, the president traveled by train to the city of Gettysburg. The 

president has accepted David Wills' invitation to spend the night at his home.   

Image 1. Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 

 

Lincoln brilliantly impressed the crowd with a speech of fewer than 275 words, reminding 

them of the war's soldiers and the reasons the Union had to fight and prevail in the Civil 

War. Before Lincoln spoke at the burial, the large throng gathered listened to Everett's 

eulogy for two hours. There were only two or three minutes in Lincoln's speech. The 

speech highlighted his conviction that the Civil War was fought not only to preserve the 

Union but also for everyone's freedom and equality. Lincoln did not support it throughout 

the years preceding the conflict.   
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“The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget 

what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished 

work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced,” added Lincoln.   

“It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that 

from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave 

the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not 

have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- 

and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from 

the earth.”   

At first, the community's response to Lincoln's Gettysburg address was mixed. But many 

people today believe that the "short speech" is the most powerful description of a 

democratic vision ever put on paper. Lincoln's succinct yet impactful Gettysburg Address 

situates the American struggle for independence in the historical backdrop of the Civil 

War. According to Lincoln, the conflict was a test of the principles upheld by the colonists 

in 1776 and, in a sense, a continuation of the American Revolution. This is what 

distinguishes this address as one of America's most significant and historic remarks.   

CONCLUSION  

The findings of the previous research lead us to the conclusion that the issue of slavery is 

fundamentally a deeply personal one in the United States. In the end, this sentiment split 

the states of the United States into two camps. To put it another way, the South and the 

North were against slavery. The findings of the previous research lead us to the conclusion 

that the issue of slavery is fundamentally a deeply personal one in the United States. In the 

end, this sentiment split the states of the United States into two camps. To put it another 

way, the South and the North were against slavery. In the midst of this issue, a person 

emerged who assisted the United States in overcoming the issue of slavery itself and 

achieving abolition of slavery in the United States of America. In the center of the slavery 

vortex that bound the Negro people in Africa, Abraham Lincoln made an appearance as a 

figure who detested and opposed slavery. This study found that Lincoln's speech 

emphasized his conviction that the Civil War was fought for everyone's freedom and 

equality in addition to preserving the Union. Today, a lot of people think that the "short 

speech" is the most powerful way to describe a democratic vision that has ever been 
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written down. The American struggle for independence is framed within the context of the 

Civil War in Lincoln's succinct but profound Gettysburg Address. This makes this speech 

stand out as one of America's most significant and significant speeches. 
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