
  Komunikata.id 

  Volume 2 (11), 2022 

1 Komunikata.id 

AFRO-AMERICAN SLAVERY STRUGGLE IN THE 18th 

CENTURY AS POTRAYED IN DJANGO UCHAINED 

MOVIE (2012) 
Indra Maulana

1 

Riefky Fajri Nassoba
2 

Dion Tira Erlangga
3 

English Literature 

English Education 

 

indraokley@gmail.com   

riefkyfn@gmail.com    

Abstract  

Django Unchained is a film directeed Quentin Tarantino 2012. Django Unchained (Tarantino, 

2012) was movie as performed in Texas in 1858, dealing with various issues such as race, slavery, 

revenge and violence. The film sparked controversy throughout the world and among critics.  This 

research analyzes the film with marxist point of view. This research discussed about the class 

struggle, class and status, and false consciousness within the movie. To collect the data, the 

researchers used the library research method, by using two sources of data, which are primary data 

and secondary data. The author uses theories of Karl Marx to analyze the elements that contained 

in this film. These reseach findings tell that Django Unchained is not just a regular actions movie 

but a movie full of Marxist elements. This research can be used as a reference or guidance for 

future researchers who want to conduct research about Marxism in a literary work. Through this 

research, it also can raise the knowledge of society about Marxism theory.   
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INTRODUCTION  

In the modern era as it is today, acts of discrimination and racism still occur frequently [1]. 

In society, there is a great deal about discrimination, discrimination, which is an act that 

requires one person or group unfairly [2] or less well than another person or group [3], [4]. 

Discrimination can be direct or indirect and is based on the same factors as thuggery and 

harassment [5]. Discrimination can be carried out by individuals, groups, or policies and 

organizations [6], [7]. And discrimination can also be interpreted as a treatment of 

individuals differently based on gender, race, religion, age, or other characteristics [8]. One 

of the most common forms of discrimination is social discrimination [9], [10]. People who 

experience social discrimination will be placed lower in dignity and dignity compared to 

other races that are superior [11]. The act of compartmentalizing between individuals 

remains a phenomenon in our social life [12]. This action is based on differences in race, 

ethnicity and even skin color. 
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Nowadays, the issue of racism is not only sensitive but also complicated to discuss. The 

definition of “Racist” is very ambiguous to be explained, which ironically happens along 

with rapid movement against it [13], [14]. The existence of racist is very ironic, the racist 

acts carried out by certain groups against certain communities always occur and this issue 

becomes very taboo to be discussed [15]. American society believes that everyone must 

have the same opportunity to get and achieve something they want [16], [17]. However, 

the reality is the similarity of the opportunity has not been able to walk properly for black 

people, because the black race is considered to be a low race for whites [18], in fact, white 

people assume they are a superior race [19], [20]. In world history, countries in the west 

face a difficult time because of racial discrimination based on skin color [21]. This action 

has even occurred in developed countries such as the United States [22]. The dark history 

of differences in skin color, black Nation sold and traded, discrimination and slavery 

occurred from 1607 to 1807 [23], [24]. American people treat black people very poorly and 

violently [25]. If a slave made a mistake, a white employer would punish him cruelly [26]. 

As a result of this action, the lives of black people during slavery suffered greatly. During 

the period of slavery, unfair treatment of black people was evident, for example in the field 

of work, they were given low jobs for black people, such as gardeners, cooks, and other 

low jobs [27], [28]. White and colored people (including black people) are prohibited from 

using the same toilet, sitting in the same class, even drinking in the same place [29]. Even 

in the south, black people do not have the right to vote in elections [30].  

Consequence of the assumption is that black people are treated in kind discrimination and 

segregation, for example in the field of education, people black schools are not permitted 

in white places [31], [32]. During the period of slavery, the unfair treatment of black 

people was clearly seen [33], for example in the field of work, they were given low jobs 

for black people, such as gardeners, cooks, and others low jobs [34]. Besides that often an 

employer treats his slaves harshly. If a slave made a mistake, the white foremen would 

punish him cruelly. As a result of these actions, the lives of black people during slavery 

suffered greatly [35], [36]. Unfair treatment of black people is a form of racism from white 

people. The history of American discrimination cannot be separated from slavery and the 

Civil War that broke out in 1861 to 1865 [37]. The war involved the southern and northern 

regions, the Union against the Confederation, between those who resisted slavery and 

enacted slavery [38]. The Southern Region lost, but imposed strict segregation in various 
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public facilities, ranging from education, public transportation, to the toilet. White and 

colored people (including black people) are prohibited from using the same toilet, sitting to 

the same class, even drinking in the same place [39]. More than that, in the south, black 

and colored people have no right to vote in elections [40].  

The reseacrhers raised the issue of black slavery, which was portrayed in the film Django 

Unchained by director Quentin Tarantino in 2012. This film tells how the life of African-

Americans in the 18th century [41]. Public attention to historical events that took place at 

Django Unchained can be measured by its initial title, which explains that the film 

premiered in 1858, two years before the civil war that triggers conflict happen [42], [43]. 

Django developed in the context of slavery in the southern United States, and slavery is the 

basis of world capitalism [44]. This film raises the issue of the slave trade, slaves become 

warriors and cruel slaves torture, how one tries to be a free human being and live according 

to his wishes [45]. The film is also based on the true story of Solomon Northup, whose 

experience was kidnapped and sold as a slave [46]. In 1841, March he was recruited by 

two men who claimed to be circus performers and offered him money to join as a violinist 

[47], traveling south from New York. Upon arrival in Washington, D.C., in early April, 

Northup was sedated, lost consciousness and woke up chained in an underground cell [48], 

[49]. He spent the next 12 years as a slave in the Bayou Boeuf plantation area. Northup 

was first owned by William Prince Ford, whom he praised for his kindness. However, Ford 

was forced by financial existence to sell it to the brutal John M. Tibaut in 1842. Northup 

was Tibaut's only slave. When Tibaut tried to whip him, Northup fought back and won the 

next fight [50]. Enraged, Tibaut enlisted the help of a neighboring supervisor to try to 

punish Northup, who was rescued by Ford supervisor Anderson Chafin. Northup also won 

the second battle and fled to protect Ford, who then demanded that Tibaut sell or release it.  

The story of Solomon is a big element in the story of this film [51]. In the film we see the 

daily violence of the slave system: slaves are forced to march through a desolate 

countryside, barely dressed, and in chains and chains [52], [53]. We see the slaves being 

whipped to get the break-in to try to escape from their "owners". We see a slave being torn 

to pieces by dogs for having committed the same "crime". Tarantino made people in the 

United States, especially the young white people, a favor in highlighting the barbarism of 

the slave system [54]. The film recalls the brutality and violence of the slave system, a 

system in which men talk casually about buying and selling other human beings [55]. It is 
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also a reminder that, throughout the history of slavery and even today, there have been 

courageous black men and women who have defended freedom and justice, some with 

arms in hand who have responded to the violence of the oppressor with the violence of the 

oppressed [56], [57]. Django is a film about the violence of the oppressed [58], [59]. This 

study aims to show the views black people community in the Django movie regarding the 

slavery struggle of black people community wanted justice in their entire life and for the 

future generations of this community. The researchers believe that this study will give a 

better understanding to the readers regarding the issues. The significance of the study 

informed the discriminations‟ phenomenons among society and how its phenomenons must 

be resolved immediately  

The theory that the researchers used to analyze this film was a theory developed by Karl 

Marx that focuses on the phenomenon of discrimination against certain communities or 

social classes. On May 5, 1818, in Trier, Germany Karl Marx was born. He was 

conceptualized an ideology of Marxism [60]. Marx composed major theories related to the 

economic system, social system, and the political system. His ideology was spread 

throughout the world [61]. The People that follow this ideology called themself Marxist. 

The most common issue in Marxism is the class struggle. In the eyes of Marx class 

struggle will never end, as Karl Marx said: The story of man is the story of class struggle 

[62]. The history of society as a whole so far is the history of class struggle. Freeman and 

slave, patrician and common man, his lord and servant, the guildmaster and the day laborer 

[63], in a word oppressive and oppressed, continued to confront each other without 

interruption, now hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time ended, either in a 

revolutionary reconstitution of society at large or in the common ruin of the contending 

classes.  

The proletarian-bourgeoisie relationship is a relationship of conflict, the dominant-

subordinate. Karl Marx said that one day the proletariat will realize their common interests 

so that they unite and revolt [64]. The development of capitalism divides people into two 

classes, one who controls and owns the means of production (the bourgeoisie) and the 

other one who does not have the means of production (proletariat) [65]. Classis a group of 

people who stand in a common relationship to the means of production-the means by 

which they gain a livelihood. Before the modern industry, the means of production 

consisted primarily of land and instruments used to tend crops or pastoral animals [66]. In 
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pre-industrial societies, therefore, the two main classes were those who owned the land 

(aristocrats, gentry or slave-holders) and those actively engaged in producing from it (serfs, 

slaves and free peasantry). Status refers to differences between social groups in the social 

honor or prestige they are accorded by others [67]. The status distinction often varies 

independently of class divisions, and social honor may be either positive or negative [68]. 

Positively the privileged status of groups include any groupings of people that have high 

prestige in a given the social order. People were divided by class and this made huge 

differentiation towards the social behavior of people and how people see themselves in 

society [69], [70]. Power of distribution and wealth were the major roles of its 

classification. This theory is very much following what is in the film.  

By looking at the history of critical theory, it seems to have been oriented to the thought of 

Karl Marx who came to be called a Marxist. "Although important for the development of 

capitalism, slavery is only one of the factors characterized by Marx as having significance 

for political economy as" original sin "in theology”. Called "primitive accumulation" by 

Marx, an explanation of the beginnings of capitalism includes the theft of indigenous 

peoples' lands. Starting with the ideas of Karl Marx and Friederich Engels, the thought 

movement that liberates and opposes the dominant order in society grows. It seems that all 

branches of social science including communication have been influenced by these lines of 

thought. Marx teaches that the means of production in society will determine the nature of 

that society. This is the main idea of Marx's thought, namely the base-superstructure 

relationship. Economics is the basis of all social structures. In the capitalist system, profits 

will encourage further production and in turn, will control the working class or workers. 

The conquest of much of the world by Europeans. In the capitalist system, profits will 

encourage further production and in turn, will control the working class or workers, but 

then what is shown in the film is not only in economic aspects but also in other rights that 

black people do not have justification. For all aspects that grow in society, namely 

education, economy, and other social rights. The black community is oppressed by 

stronger groups who dominate in all aspects of social life. All institutions which maintain 

the continuity of domination in a capitalist society benefit from the existence of upper-

class society. This film picks up expressions that are also part of marxism, 'the bourgeois' 

and 'the proletariat'. In Marxist philosophy, the bourgeoisie is a social class that comes to 

own the means of production during modern industrialization and whose social concern is 
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the value of property and preservation of capital to ensure the continuity of their economic 

supremacy in society. It can be said that the meaning of this expression is those of the 

upper classes, whereas the proletariat is the breadwinner class in an economic society 

which only has significant material value is their labor. A member of such a class is a 

proletariat.  

The Marxist theory considers the proletariat oppressed by capitalism and the wage system. 

This suppression gave a proletariat of shared economic and political interests that 

transcended national boundaries. This common interest places the proletariat in a position 

to unite and take power from the capitalist class, to create a communist society free of class 

differences. The bourgeoisie represents how the white people are and the proletariat 

represents the condition of black people. The community of black people is oppressed by 

the more powerful groups who are dominating in all aspects of social life. All institutions 

which maintain the continuity of domination in capitalist society benefit from the existence 

of a high-class level of society. Only when the black people rise and oppose the dominant 

group can the mode of the social system be changed and the freedom of black people can 

be achieved. This freedom will then determine the natural development of history which 

will drive the birth of the opposition class and through a dialectical process will, in turn, 

place them in a higher social position. 

METHOD  

In this research, the researchers used descriptive qualitative method. This research was 

fully used descriptive qualitative method. By so, this research was focus on discovering the 

nature of specific topic under study (Lambert & Lambert, 2012).This research has been 

done to revealed the phenomenon that was portrayed in The Django Unchained movie in 

the scope of the movie‟s literary work. This research followed the library research 

approach to discover the phenomenon that was shown in the movie towards the equal 

rights of black people. In order to collect the data, the researchers used the library research 

method in which the researchers tried to look at some various studies regarding the issues 

of the study, after that the researchers tried to discover the phenomenons that were not 

covered from the previous study by conducting this research.  

Through library research, the researchers studied on the sociology of literature and 

Marxism theory as seen the slave struggle in the movie Django Unchained, in 2012 
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directed by Quentin Tarantino. The data of the study were collected by the main source of 

the object study which is a movie:  Django Unchained, and any supporting data from the 

various previous study also become the additional data for the researcher to gather the 

appropriate data. The secondary data were taken from the theory of Marxism by Karl Marx 

in different forms; journals, books, articles, essays and the internet. Through the 

comprehensive reading, the researchers were able to catch and get the interpretation of the 

phenomena of the case studied. Finally, the interpretation results from in-depth reading and 

analysis of the movie became the result of the research which was hoped to give benefits to 

either the society or the government to muffle the equal rights of certain communities that 

exist in society. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Django Unchained (Tarantino, 2012) was movie as performed in Texas in 1858, dealing 

with various issues such as race, slavery, revenge and violence. The film sparked 

controversy throughout the world and among critics. Tarantino argues that although this 

film is indeed graphic and brutal, it is not comparable to the findings and real-life findings 

of research into this topic. Everybody intellectually knows the brutality and inhumanity of 

slavery. Django Unchained is a gruesome depiction of what life as a slave was like during 

1858 before the Texas Civil War, as well as a glimpse of existence outside the slave 

industry as in the case of Dr. King Schultz (Christoph Waltz) or the wealthy Calvin Candie 

(Leonardo DiCaprio). The movie is very entertaining, which simultaneously upsets and 

thrills the heart, while also putting a healthy dose of humor throughout. The purpose of 

textual analysis is only to critically analyze a piece of film. the film as a whole, the critics 

tend to shy away from these stakes in favor of an interpretive debate, which  has been 

widely documented : is the use of the word „nigger‟ racist or subversive? Does it serve the 

purpose of denouncing slavery, inverting the stigma, or criticize  the process  of the 

internalization of racism. Is it instead a product among many other ones  of  the  liberal  

ideology  of  whiteness?  Is its political reach  conscious  or unconscious? Whatever the 

perspective one chooses to defend, these questions rest on a semantic conception  of  the  

analysis  of  the  film. In general, their assumption is that there is a liberal box - 

interpretation, 'culture', Marxist or otherwise - that allows mastery outside the ideology 

created by film, its the political unconsciousness, or discursive tools that can be covered, 



  Komunikata.id 

  Volume 2 (11), 2022 

8 Komunikata.id 

for the writer, the ideological dimension from his work. But a work does not only carry a 

message, conscious or unconscious, it also features a communication dispositif.  

These are some dialogues that prove there are some dicrimination of black people : 

- Dr. SCHULTZ 

         “What's everybody staring at?” 

-  DJANGO 

“They never seen a nigger on a horse before.” So what other archaic rituals are you 

people  verboten to take part in? As per usual with this white man, Django thinks; 

"What"? 

-  Dr.SCHULTZ 

“I'm just trying to get a clear idea on what you can do, and what you can't do, and if 

you can't do it, why can't you do it? Like for instance, what if we were to walk in 

this saloon here, sit down at a table, order a drink, and drink it? Would the 

authorities frown on that?” 

- DJANGO 

“Hell yeah, they gonna frown.” 

- Dr.SCHULTZ 

“What part would they find the most offensive?”                            

- DJANGO 

“All of it. I can't be walkin' in no saloon. I can't be sittin' my ass on no chair, at no 

table. I can't be drinkin' no drink and I definitely can't be sharin' no drink, with no 

white man, in public.” 

- SPENCER BENNETT 
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“It's against the law for niggers to ride horses in this territory” 

In some of the dialogues above we can see how an htam skin cannot enjoy or have 

the same facilities as a white skin. In fact, blacks can be punished only for riding a 

horse.  

- Dr.SCHULTZ 

“I wish to purchase one of your nigger gals.” 

- Dr. SCHULTZ 

“With all due respect, Monsieur Candie, I didn't seek you out for your advice. I 

sought you out to purchase a fighting nigger at above top dollar market price.I 

was'under the impression when you granted me an audience, it would be to discuss 

business.” 

The dialogue above states where blacks were trafficked and used as slave fighters 

or "madingo". 

MARSHA. 

 “A runaway slave named, D'ARTAGNAN, lies belly down in the dirt, surrounded 

by the four vicious dogs, who BARK, GROWL, and SNAP at him. One look at 

D'Artagnan tells you he's a mandingo who's been in one fight too many. One of his 

eyes have been 'poked out. Big BITES have been bit out of both his face and neck 

(by past fights, human bites, not-the dogs), as well as three fingers have been bit 

off. Not to mention he's covered in cuts, like he's been drug through a briar patch.” 

The scene above shows a black man who did not obey his employer's orders cruelly 

punished. 

In Django Unchained movie there is also the issue of alienation. Alienation 

is not only a point of capitalism, but it is of all class of societies.  The 

defining feature of class societies is that the dominated class does not own 

the means of production and the products of labor and is forced to enter 

class relations, in which the dominant class exploits it.  In slave economies, 
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the slave does not own the objects and products of his / her work.  one 

difference about slavery is that a master regards him as a machine or a 

helper for masters.  The coercion of the slave is confronted with is not a 

dull compulsion of the market, but the physical violence of the whip and 

the gun as movies as noted by Steve McQueen, 12 years slave or Quentin 

Tarantino, Django unchained. In Django Unchained, Django's former slave 

and hunter, King Schultz, fought the plantation owner, Calvin Candie. 

Django's wife, Broomhilda, works on Candie's Candyland plantation as a 

house servant.  In one scene, Calvin Candie says: "You see, under the laws 

of Chickasaw County, Broomhilda here is my property. And I can choose 

to do with my property, whatever I so desire".  He threatens to kill 

Broomhilda by smashing a hammer on her head and shouts: "What I'm 

gonna desire to do is. Take this goddamn hammer here and beat her ass to 

death with it! Right in front of both y'all! Then  we can examine the three 

dimples inside Broomhilda's skull ".  This scene in its brutal faithfulness to 

slaves' reality makes it clear that slaves are unfree because they are the 

property of slave masters, who can choose to kill them if they please 

without having to fear any legal consequences.  

CONCLUSION  

Through the results of the discussion above, we realize how difficult it is to live life as a 

black person, even they have to face the betrayal of their fellow groups because some black 

groups are more loyal to their masters, whites. Based on the data analyzed in the discussion 

section of the main data taken by the researcher, namely the django unchained film, there 

was an attempt to equalize classes on blacks by django to abolish slavery experienced by 

blacks. Django, who had become a free man, began life with his wife and helped free the 

black slaves he met. Through this research and the findings of this research, the researchers 

hope that this research can give more insight to the society about the Marxism theory and 

its portrayal in the movie. By understanding the theory of Marxism, the researchers also 

hope that there will be deeper research about the same topic conducted by others in the 

future. Therefore, this research also can be used as guidance or reference for future 

research under the same topic, issue, or object of the research. 
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