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Abstract  

Language, the most commonplace of all human possessions, is possibly the most complex and the 

most interesting. Since it is an instrument for humans' communications with each other, the growth 

and development of their talents, causing creativity, innovation, and novelty, exchanging and 

transferring their experiences, and on the whole, for formation of society(s). However, this study 

aims to investigate whether there is any relationship between language and culture, and if so, what 

the relationship between language and culture is. Then, it is followed by a precise discussion. The 

results of the article indicate that there is a very close relationship between language and culture. 

That is, culture has a direct effect on language. Language and culture are closely correlated.  
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INTRODUCTION  

Human being is a social creature [1], [2], [3]. In fact, man is a receiver and sender of 

messages who assembles and distributes information [4], [5], [6]. [7], [8] insists that 

“every cultural pattern and every single act of social behavior involves communication in 

either an explicit or implicit sense”. The tool for this communication is language [9], [10], 

[11]. Language is introduced by [12], [13], [14] as “the systematic, conventional use of 

sounds, signs or written symbols in a human society for communication and self-

expression” [15], [16], [17]. Similarly, [18], [19], [20] believe that language is a system of 

arbitrary signs which is accepted by a group and society of users. It is taken delivery of a 

specific purpose in relation to the communal world of clients [21], [22], [23]. [24], [25] 

declares that the purpose of language use is to communicate with others, to think, and to 

shape ones standpoint and outlook on life [26], [27], [28]. Indeed, language figures human 

thoughts [29], [30], [31]. [32], [33], [34] define language as the system of differences. In 

this sense, he believes in the difference of meaning of a sound-image or written shape in 

different languages [35], [36], [37]. “If words stood for pre-existing concepts, they would 

all have exact equivalents in meaning from one language to the next [38], [39], [40]; but 
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this is not true” [41], [42], [43]. That is to say, the concept of a sound-image or symbol in 

different languages is different [44], [45], [46]. 

According to [47], [48] "Culture has multifarious meanings. Culture meant farming" [49], 

[50], [51]. It is used everywhere as rural culture, urban culture, American culture and so on 

[52], [53], [54]. Today, in every field, in humanities, every research requires a general 

view of culture [55], [56], [57]. It is used in archaeology, linguistics, history, psychology, 

sociology and etc [58], [59], [60]. It is even said that man is an animal with culture [61], 

[62], [63]. That is to say, the factor which differentiates the human being's behavior from 

the behavior of animal is culture [64], [65], [66]. In general, from the sociological 

perspective, culture is the total of the inherited and innate ideas, attitudes, beliefs, values, 

and knowledge [67], [68], comprising or forming the shared foundations of social action 

[69], [70], [71]. Likewise, from the anthropological and ethnological senses, culture 

encompasses the total range of activities and ideas of a specific group of people with 

common and shared traditions [72], [73] which are conveyed, distributed, and highlighted 

by members of the group [74], [75], [76]. 

This study seeks to investigate whether there is any relationship between language and 

culture, and if so, what the connection between language and culture is. In other words, if 

there is relationship between language and culture, how they can have this association. To 

achieve the answer of the above question, some of the main relevant points are introduced 

and discussed as follows. As we know, along with the times, language began to be 

influence by culture [77], [78], [79], many languages began to change due to cultural 

development but there are also languages that never change along with the existing cultural 

development [80], [81], [82]. Language also take a part as a tool for communitation in 

daily life [83], [84], [85]. 

Communication can be understood well by both the speaker and hearer, when they know 

about the context and the topic of conversation [86], [87]. Sometimes we are not sure about 

the message we get from something we read or hear, and we concern about getting our 

own message across to others [88], [89], [90]. In communication, there are also some 

aspects of language that must be noticed. For example, when we do communication, we 

will find the use of 3 references or term of address, such as: He, She, You, Sir, My friend, 

Here, there, etc [91], [92]. The purpose is to point something. All of these words can be 
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called as Deixis. Deixis is the words which the referents always change depending on the 

context [93], [94]. [95] state that deixis is the single obvious way in  which  the  

relationship  between  language  and  context  is  reflected  in  the structures of language 

themselves. Levinson also categories the deixis into five kinds, they are person deixis, 

spatial deixis, temporal deixis, discourse deixis and social deixis [96], [97], [98]. In other 

hand, Yule also categories the deixis into three kinds they are to indicate people via person 

deixis (me, you), to indicate location via spatial deixis (here, there), and to indicate time 

via temporal deixis (now, then) [99], [100].  

METHOD  

This study has the purpose to explore the culture and language in case to know, what they 

have a relationship between language and culture. This research used library research by 

the theory from the expert, which means that the data was collected from the several 

resources and some experts that available in library. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

The word culture has several related senses, they are important to be mentioned. These 

senses can be briefly explained as follows: There is, first of all, the sense in which culture 

is more or less synonymous with civilization and, in an older and extreme formulation of 

the contrast, opposed to 'barbarism'. This is the sense that is operative, in English, in the 

adjective 'cultured'. It rests ultimately upon the classical conception of what constitutes 

excellence in art, literature, manners and social institutions. Revived by the Renaissance 

humanists, the classical conception was emphasized by thinkers of the eighteenth-century 

Enlightenment and associated by them with their view of human history as progress and 

self-development. The view of history was challenged, as were many of the ideas of the 

Enlightenment, by Herder, who said of the German equivalent of „culture': "nothing is 

more indeterminate than this word, and nothing is more deceptive than its application to all 

nations and periods" (Williams, 1976, 1983). 

 

Second, as far as prepositional knowledge is concerned, it is the fact that something is held 

to be true that counts, not its actual truth or falsity. Furthermore, in relation to most, if not 

all, cultures we must allow for different kinds or levels of truth, such that for example the 

truth of a religious or mythological statement is evaluated differently from that of a 
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straightforward factual report. Looking from this point of view, science itself is a part of 

culture. And in the discussion of the relationship between language and culture no priority 

should be given to scientific knowledge over common-sense knowledge or even 

superstition. It is customary to draw a distinction between cultural and biological 

transmission. As far as language is concerned, it is quite possible that there is an innate 

language-acquisition faculty. Whether or not this is so, there is no doubt that one's 

knowledge of one's native language is culturally transmitted: it is acquired, though not 

necessarily learned, by virtue of one's membership of a particular society.  

 

Moreover, even if there is a genetically transmitted language-faculty, this cannot result in 

the acquisition and knowledge of a language unless the data upon which the language-

faculty operates are supplied by the society in which the child is growing up and, arguably, 

in conditions which do not seriously affect the child's cognitive and emotional 

development. This means that the cultural and the biological in language are 

interdependent. Particular languages are associated historically with particular cultures; the 

languages provide the key to the associated cultures, and especially to their literature; the 

languages themselves cannot be fully understood otherwise than in the context of the 

cultures in which they are inextricably embedded; subsequently, language and culture are 

studied together. It so happened that English and the other major languages of Europe are, 

in many respect, highly unrepresentative of the languages of the world.  

CONCLUSION   

From the mentioned points and discussion, it can be concluded that there is a very close 

relationship between language and culture in general, and a specific language and its 

culture in particular. That is, culture has a direct effect on language. In fact, the two issues 

are closely correlated and interrelated. Language is the symbolic presentation of a nation or 

a specific community. In other words, language is the symbolic presentation of a culture. 
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