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Abstract  

Critical discourse analysis is generally applied to criticize and reveal the relationship between 

language and social and political news. Critical discourse analysis is also used to describe 

something, translate, and analyze social and political news including public speeches and online 

newspaper. This aims to analyze the online newspaper BBC under the headline Trump under Fire 

for Threat to Iranian Cultural Sites based on the theory of Critical Discourse Analysis and 

Systematic Functional Linguistics by Halliday. The main discussion of this paper divided into 

three: Transitivity Analysis, Modality Analysis, and Textual Analysis. The results of this paper 

find that through transitivity analysis that existential process is the most language feature used in 

the article. The Modality analysis shows the attitude and action of the dominant participant in the 

article which is The US government. The Textual analysis shows that The US creates more tension 

towards Iranian attacks.    
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INTRODUCTION  

Critical discourse analysis is generally implemented to criticize and reveal the relationship 

between language and social and political news [1], [2], [3]. Critical discourse analysis is 

also used to describe something, translate, and analyze social and political news presented 

through text [4], [5], [6]. According to [7], [8], [9], critical discourse analysis is an effort or 

process of decomposition to give an explanation of a text (social reality) that is intended or 

is being done by someone who tends to have a specific purpose to get what is desired [10], 

[11], [12]. Critical discourse analysis is not only seen from linguistic aspects, but also from 

the relationship between language and certain contexts [13], [14], [15], including the 

specific objectives of social and political speech [16], [17], [18]. Based on the above 

definition, critical discourse analysis is another way that can be used in analyzing media 

that has been dominated by conventional content through a positive or constructivist 

paradigm [19], [20], [21]. Then with a critical discourse analysis, we or the audience can 

know not only how the content of the speech is displayed, but how and why the message 

was delivered [22], [23], [24]. In fact, we can explore or know what message actually 

revealed the meaning behind it and is there a social or political connection from the speech 

delivered [25], [26], [27]. 
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. 

According to [28], [29], the characteristics of critical discourse analysis contain five 

principles such as action, context, history, power, and ideology [30], [31], [32]. Regarding 

action, there are two consequences to seeing discourse, namely: (1) discourse is seen as 

something that aims to influence, debate, refute, persuade, react etc [33], [34], [35]. In 

other words, the CDA also learns how the abuse, domination, and inequality of social 

forces are enforced, reproduced, and opposed by texts and talks in social and political 

contexts [36], [37], [38]. The objects of CDA commonly are public speeches, such as 

advertisements, newspapers, political propaganda, official documents, laws and regulations 

and so on. The aim is to explore the relationship between language, ideology, and power 

[39], [40], [41].  

News stories which work for forming ideologies or perspectives and are directed to the 

readers can be analyzed by using Systematic Functional Linguistics (SFL) specifically 

transitivity [42], [43], [44]. The text analysis using transitivity analysis in SFL has been 

done to see the perspective of a writer of a certain phenomenon [45], [46], [47]. SFL great 

importance is placed on the function of language [48], [49], such as what language is used 

for, rather than what language structure is all about and the manner by which it is 

composed [50], [51], [52]. 

In this paper, the writer attempts to have broader discussion regarding to the analysis of 

Transitivity towards online newspaper The Jakarta Post under the headline Trump under 

Fire for Threat to Iranian Culture Sites. This study helps to find the outer meaning of 

language and the possible impact of the news towards society. Furthermore, in this study, 

the authors applied Halliday's Systemic Functional Grammar, in terms of three meta-

functions: ideational functions, interpersonal functions and textual functions in order to 

fulfill the aims to explore the relationship between language, ideology and power, and also 

to find out how to use the power of speech to persuade the audience [53], [54], [55].  

M.A.K. Halliday's Systemic Functional Grammar is usually considered the main 

foundation of Critical Discourse Analysis as well as other theories in pragmatics [56], [57], 

[58]. Systemic Functional Grammar has two components which are systematic grammar 

and functional grammar, in which according to [59], [60], [61], systemic grammar aims to 

explain internal relations in language as a network of systems, or potential meanings [62], 
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[63], [64]. This network consists of subsystems from which language users make choices 

[65], [66], [67]. Functional grammar aims to express that language is a means of social 

interaction, based on the position that the language system and the forms that shape it are 

determined by the use or function it serves [68], [69], [70]. Halliday stated that the style 

analysis procedure can be divided into three logically structured phrases: Analysis, 

Interpretation, and Evaluation [71], [72], [73]. Practical functions without limits can be 

generalized into a series of highly coded and abstract functions - meta-functions, which are 

inherent in every language [74], [75], [76]. His ideas about meta-functions include 

ideational functions, interpersonal functions and textual functions [77], [78], [79]. 

The ideational or experiential relates to the way languages are used to express the 

perceptions of the world and explains how the language is used to describe ‗doings‘ and 

‗happenings‘ [80], [81], [82]. It is through this function that the speaker or writer embodies 

in language he/she experience of the phenomena of the real world [83], [84], [85]; and this 

includes he/she experience of the internal world of he/she own consciousness: his reactions, 

cognitions, and perceptions [86], [87], [88], and also his linguistic acts of speaking and 

understanding [89], [90], [91]. In other words, this function is to convey new information, 

to communicate content that is not known by the listener represented by the transitivity 

system in grammar [92], [93], [94]. In this system, a meaningful grammatical unit is a 

clause, which expresses what is happening, what is being done, what is felt and what is the 

situation and so on. So, we can conclude that language is the one who acts as the delivery 

of ideas, discussion, ask questions, propose and so on [95], [96], [97]. So, in this first meta-

function, the language we use every day of course has an idea or subject. In it, more 

specifically we can review the choice of words used or other language features [98], [99]. 

For example, Andi drinks avocado juice, can be analyzed as: The actor is Andi, the process 

is a material (Drinking) and the goal is avocado juice. Actors, Processes, Targets, and their 

subcategories reflect our understanding of the phenomena that enter our experience [100]. 

The transitivity system inside experiential function includes six processes: material 

processes, mental processes, relational processes, behavioral processes, verbal processes 

and existential processes. 

The interpersonal meta-functions refers to language as medium for interaction, expressing 

attitudes and obligation. The speaker is using language as the means of his own intrusion 

into the speech event: the expression of his comments, attitudes and evaluations, and also 
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of the relationship that he sets up between himself and the listener—in particular, the 

communication role that he adopts of informing, questioning, greeting, persuading, and the 

like (Halliday, 2014). In other words, this section focuses on how close the speaker and the 

listener are from here we can see how close the relationship is between the speaker and the 

listener, for that we cannot judge a statement made from one person to another. Or it shows 

all uses of language to express social and personal relations. For example, the use of 

sarcastic or abusive expressions like "You‘re crazy", we cannot judge that the expression is 

rude, because we have to look at it from a different perception. It means, if the phrase is 

spoken by a close friend who is joking. Therefore, in this meta-function, participants of the 

discourse, commonly referred to as tenors, or people who are involved in using language 

are very influential on the course of communication. We can see that language is no longer 

merely a matter of choice of words and structural rules, but also about who the users are. 

This includes a variety of ways the speaker enters the speech situation and does the speech 

act. Modality and Mood are often used to express interpersonal functions. The mood shows 

what role the speaker chose in the speech situation and what role he gave the recipient. If 

the speaker chooses an imperative mood, he assumes the role of someone who gives the 

order and places the recipient in the role expected to obey the command. For example, 

―Bring me a drink!‖ (Hu Zhuanglin, 1988). Modality refers to the range between extreme 

positive and extreme negative. This is one of the most important systems in social 

communication. On the one hand, it can objectively express the speaker's judgment on the 

topic. On the other hand, it can show the relationship of social roles, the scale of 

formalities and power relations. 

Meanwhile, the textual meta-function refers to ‗the enabling function, the speaker‘s text-

forming potential expressing the relation of language to its environment and weaving 

together the experiential and interpersonal meaning. The third role of language is called 

textual function. Halliday (2014) explained, Language makes the connection between itself 

and the situation; and discourse is possible because the speaker or writer can produce text 

and the listener or reader can recognize it. In other words, the third meta-function refers to 

how the message is conveyed. This can be seen from the organization or composition of 

the information submitted, and whether the information is conveyed in oral or written 

medium. Word placement is also very influential on this meta-function. For example, we 

reveal 'yesterday he bought the car'. The phrase will have a different sense if we arrange it 
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'he bought the car yesterday'. In textual meanings analysis, the main information is called 

the theme (focus of the conversation). So, in the first expression 'yesterday he bought the 

car', the information emphasized by the speaker was 'yesterday', the time when the actor 

'he' took the action of 'bought' the 'car'. The meaning or sense contained will be different if 

expressed 'he bought the car yesterday'. In this expression, the speaker wants to emphasize 

that the actor 'he' took the action of 'bought' the 'car' (the speaker) at a specific time 

'yesterday'. 

METHOD  

In CDA research, it is important to follow the method as Fairclough (1995) stated that it is 

impossible to read off ideologies from the text. Therefore, in this research the writers used 

the critical discourse analysis which under the perspective of M.A.K Halliday. The data 

which was discussed was taken from online newspaper BBC under the headline Trump 

Under Fire for Threat to Iranian Cultural Sites.  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

.  Transitivity Analysis 

The ideational function is represented in text by transitivity. It is a basic semantic system, 

which construes the world of experience into a manageable set of process types. Halliday 

divides these processes into six types: material process, mental process, relational process 

behavioral process, verbal process and existential process.  Further, in this discussion the 

writer will discuss all of the process type of Transitivity as it is found in the data analysis. 

 

TABLE 1 

TRANSITIVITY PROCESS TYPES 

Process Type Core Meaning Participants 

Material doing, happening Actor, Goal 

Mental Sensing Sensor, phenomenon 

Relational Being Actor, Goal 

Verbal Saying Sayer, Receiver, Verbiage 

Behavioral Behaving Behaver  

Existential Existing Existent  
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1. Material Process 

The material process is the process of "doing". This process is usually indicated by verbs 

that express an action, whether concrete or abstract. Usually there are two participants in 

the process: Actor and Purpose. Actors can be compared with Subjects and Targets can be 

compared with Objects and both are usually realized with noun phrases. When both 

participants are present, the clause can be active or passive voice. 

TABLE 2 

TRANSITIVITY ANALYSIS OF MATERIAL PROCESS 

 

Actor Process Goal 

Mr Trump, The US, 

Kellyanne Conway, We 

Made, identified, warned, 

defended, follow, withdrew 

Threats, Iranian Sites, the 

president, the law, the US 

 

From the table 2 above, we can know the Actors from the news article are We, Mr Trump, 

The US (government), Kellyanne Conway. We. The material process, as the process of 

doing, is the information that show what the Actors have done and do towards the Goal.  In 

the context, it arise the tension of the readers towards the case since The US just gave their 

threat and action to the Iran.  

2. Mental Process 

Mental process is a process of feeling, thinking and seeing. Actor is not the real subject of 

doing, but the feeling. It represents inner experience, such as ―perception‖, ―reaction‖ and 

―cognition‖. We call the two participants are Senser and phenomenon.  

Military attacks targeting cultural sides are considered war crimes under international 

laws. 

From the quotation above, we can identify the mental process that depicted through the 

word ―targeting” since it requires the cognition of the military to attack the target which is 

the cultural sides. 
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3. Relational Process 

Relational process is a process of being. It can be divided into two modes: attributive 

relation and identifying relation. The first means what properties an object possesses or 

what category it can be put into. And the other means that an entity and another is uniform. 

It is used widely in describing people and objects. 

 Iran has many strategic military sites that you may cite are also cultural sites. 

 Cultural sites were protected by international law. 

From those two quotations above, we can see the relational process on the modal ―has” 

and ―were” that indicates that one entity owns another.  

4. Verbal Process 

This is process of saying. The participants of the process are: sayer (participant who speak), 

Verbal (what participant doing), receiver (the one to whom the verbalization is addressed), 

verbiage (a name for the verbalization itself.  Here is the analysis: 

TABLE 4 

VERBAL PROCESS 

Sayer Verbal Receiver Verbiage 

Defence Secretary 

Mark Esper 

was later asked if the US would 

target cultural sites,  

and said: “We 

will follow the 

laws armed 

conflict.” 

 

She was not suggesting Iran had camouflaged 

military targets as 

cultural sites. 
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From the data above, it is seen that the sayer in which ―Secretary Mark Esper‖ and ―She‖ 

giving command, that can be identified through the words ―asked‖ and ―suggesting‖, to the 

receiver which are ―The US‖ and ―Iran‖ to be obey of what they said ―We will follow the 

laws‖ (in this statement means that The US should be ready because Iran will attack them 

back), and ―camouflaged‖. 

5. Behavioral Process 

Behavioral process stands between material and mental process. Behavioral process verb is 

including intransitive (it has only one participant) and indicates an activity which both the 

physical and mental aspect are inseparable and indispensable to it. Here is the analysis: 

 The US and Iran have signed convention to protect cultural heritage, including 

during conflict. 

 

 Secretary of State Mike Pompeo appeared to try to soften the threat by saying the US 

would act within international law. 

 

 But the president later repeated his treat. 

 

From the quotations above, it is clearly seen the intransitive since it has only one 

participant that behave towards a goal which are ―The US and Iran‖, ―Secretary Mike 

Pompeo‖, and ―the president‖. The process verbs (behave) are ―have signed‖, ―appeared‖ 

and ―repeated‖. 

6. Existential Process 

This process represent that something exists or happens. These clauses typically have the 

verb be, or some other verb expressing existence such as exist, arise, followed by a 

nominal group functioning. The existent may be a phenomenon of any kind, and is often, 

in fact, an event.  

 The president said the cultural sites were among 52 identified Iranian targets that 

could be attacked. 
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 Qasem Soleimani was killed in a US drone strike n Baghdad on Friday on the orders 

of Mr Trump. 

 

 The killing has sharply increased regional tensions, with Iran threating “severe 

revenge” 

 

 “That’s law of armed conflict.” 

 

 Mr Trump was “threatening to commit war crimes”. 

 

 The wider region has suffered many cultural attacks. 

 

 The Taliban in Afghanistan destroyed the world’s tallest Buddha statues, in Bamiyan 

province.  

 

All of the quotations above are showing the events that occur because of the conflict 

between the US and Iran, such as: cultural sites become Iranian targets of attack,  the death 

of Qasem Soleimani, regional tension increased because of the killing tragedy, laws that 

create conflict, Mr Trump threaten, and cultural sites damaged.  

B. Modal Analysis 

TABLE 5 

MODAL TYPES 

 

Positive 

Low politeness Median politeness High politeness 

Can, may, could, 

might, dare 

Will, would, should, 

shall 

Must, ought to, need, 

has/had to 

Negative 

Needn‘t, 

doesn‘t/didn‘t, +need 

to, have to 

Won‘t, wouldn‘t, 

shouldn‘t, 

isn‘t/wasn‘t to 

Mustn‘t, oughtn‘t to, 

can‘t couldn‘t, 

mayn‘t, mightn‘t, 

hasn‘t/hadn‘t to 
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Modal verbs are appropriate to the speaking since the addresses are delivered in spoken 

form. Compared with other verbs, modal verbs are more easily identified and understood 

and then accepted because at the time of listening to the speeches, there is no time for the 

audience to reflect. However, it is also possible to identify modal verbs in a text since it 

still shows someone‘s concern towards certain case that is being spoken.  

 

 And warned they would be “hit very fast and hard” 

 

 Secretary of State Mike Pompeo appeared to try to soften the threat by saying the US 

would act within international law. 

 

 And we’re not allowed to touch their cultural site? It doesn’t work that way. 

 

 “We will follow the laws armed conflict.” 

C. Textual Analysis 

Textual function refers to the fact that language has a mechanism to make every oral or 

written discourse into a coherent and integrated text and make life part different from a list 

of random sentences. The examples are shown from the article as the Mr President Donald 

Trump creates more tension to the case conflict between The US and Iran by giving threat 

statements and showing his assertive action to the revenge attacks of Iran as it is shown in 

the following quotations: 

 Mr Trump said the US had identified 52 Iranian sites, some "at a very high level and 

important to Iran and the Iranian culture", and warned they would be "hit very fast 

and hard" if Tehran carried out revenge attacks on US interests or personnel.  

 

 But the president later repeated his threat, saying: "They're allowed to kill our people, 

they're allowed to torture and maim our people, they're allowed to use roadside bombs 

and blow up our people - and we're not allowed to touch their cultural site? It doesn't 

work that way."  

CONCLUSION  
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In order to conclude all discussion above, we can summarize the language features used of 

the article that shows the US as the one that hold domination power in the case. Firstly, the 

article uses simple and clear words. The language is easy to be understood, so that the 

readers can easily identify how The US dominates all the killing accident and its impact 

towards Iran as the target of The US attack. Secondly, through transitivity analysis, we can 

see all that the existential process as the most process used in the article. The reason is 

because the existential process shows every things regarding the event, fact, that arise 

because of the conflict between the US and Iran. Through this process also shows that Mr 

Trump is strict and powerful. Meanwhile, the modal analysis is useful to know someone‘s, 

in this article is The US government, attitude and opinion about the truth and event that 

expressed through the text. Lastly, textual analysis can refer to the whole case being 

reported in the article, in which how The US will continue their serious attack with angrily 

and strictly towards Iran. Hence, it can be concluded that Critical Discourse Analysis can 

explore the relationship between language, ideology and power. This provides new ideas 

and method in analyzing political addresses. Therefore, it is important for readers or 

listeners to pay more attention in every political case.  
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