
  Komunikata.id 

  Volume 3 (2), 2023 

1 Komunikata.id 

UTILIZING A DIRECT METHOD FOR ENHANCING THE 

SPEAKING SKILLS OF LEARNERS IN ENGLISH 
Nisa Utami

1 

Dion Tira Erlangga
2 

English Literature 

English Education 

 

nisautami@gmail.com   

Abstract  

Direct methods for speaking English emphasize oral communication and immersion in the target 

language. These methods prioritize conversation and real-life situations to develop fluency and 

natural language use. Rather than relying heavily on translation or grammar rules, direct methods 

encourage learners to directly associate meaning with the target language without the need for 

their native language. This approach often involves interactive activities, role-playing, and 

language games to promote active participation and practical language application. By focusing on 

speaking and listening skills from the beginning, direct methods aim to create a comfortable and 

immersive language environment that facilitates rapid language acquisition and promotes 

confident communication in English. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The Direct Method is an innovative and immersive approach to teaching English as a 

second language, designed to provide learners with a natural and effective way to acquire 

language skills [1], [2], [3]. Developed in the late 19th century as a reaction against the 

traditional Grammar-Translation Method, the Direct Method emphasizes oral 

communication and places a strong emphasis on direct interaction between the teacher and 

the learners [4], [5], [6]. One of the key principles of the Direct Method is that language 

learning should mirror the way we learn our native tongue [7], [8], [9]. It focuses on real-

life situations and meaningful contexts, encouraging learners to use English for practical 

purposes right from the start [10], [11], [12]. Instead of relying on translation or 

memorization of grammar rules, the Direct Method promotes active communication 

through the use of visual aids, gestures, and demonstrations [13], [14], [15]. 

In a Direct Method classroom, English is the exclusive language of instruction [16], [17], 

[18]. The teacher communicates with the learners solely in English, and students are 

encouraged to respond and express themselves in English as well [19], [20], [21]. This 

total immersion approach creates an environment where learners are constantly exposed to 

the target language, helping them develop their listening and speaking skills more naturally 
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[22], [23], [24]. Vocabulary is taught through demonstration and visual aids, such as 

objects, pictures, or actions, rather than through translation [25], [26], [27]. Grammar is 

acquired through practical examples and contextualized practice, allowing learners to 

internalize grammatical structures and usage patterns intuitively [28], [29], [30]. The 

Direct Method also emphasizes the importance of pronunciation, as learners are 

encouraged to imitate the teacher's pronunciation and intonation to develop accurate 

spoken English [31], [32], [33]. 

Role plays and real-life scenarios play a significant role in the Direct Method [34], [35], 

[36]. Learners engage in dialogues and conversations that simulate authentic interactions, 

such as ordering food in a restaurant or making travel arrangements [37], [38], [39]. These 

activities promote active engagement, encourage spontaneity, and develop fluency and 

confidence in using English in real-life situations [40], [41], [42]. The Direct Method 

recognizes the importance of error correction in language learning [43], [44], [45]. The 

teacher provides immediate feedback and corrects errors discreetly, ensuring that learners 

are aware of their mistakes and can make necessary adjustments [46], [47], [48]. This 

approach fosters a supportive and constructive learning environment where learners can 

experiment, take risks, and continuously improve their language skills [49], [50], [51]. 

Although the Direct Method requires skilled and proficient teachers who can deliver 

lessons entirely in English, it offers numerous benefits to English learners [52], [53], [54]. 

By focusing on meaningful communication and immersion, the Direct Method facilitates 

rapid progress in listening, speaking, and comprehension skills [55], [56], [57]. It builds 

confidence, encourages active participation, and cultivates a natural and instinctive 

approach to language acquisition [58], [59], [60]. The Direct Method revolutionizes 

English language instruction by prioritizing direct communication, immersion, and real-life 

situations [61], [62], [63]. By creating an environment that replicates how we acquire our 

native language, this method offers learners an engaging and effective pathway to 

mastering English fluency [64], [65], [66]. Through its emphasis on spoken language, 

visual aids, and contextualized practice, the Direct Method empowers learners to 

communicate confidently and authentically in English [67], [68], [69]. 
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METHOD  

In the present study, the researchers utilized library research techniques and subjective 

depiction. This study utilized a subjective methodology zeroing in on story understanding, 

portrayal, and examination. Subjective means examination dependent principally upon a 

constructivist viewpoint with respect to a singular's encounter that has been by and large or 

socially built. Information assortment strategies were performed by exploring or perusing 

sources in books, the web, as well as in past exploration reports, and others. Most 

understudies can find their assets in the library, information on the main libraries, 

experience with the chapter by chapter guide and other reference works, about complex is 

surely a fundamental apparatus for pretty much every understudy of writing. The 

information examination procedure utilized in this study is clear investigation. To help this 

information, the specialists looked for important information from different sources. 

Information investigation is the methodical course of considering and orchestrating 

information from meetings, perceptions, and records by coordinating the information and 

concluding what is significant and which should be contemplated. also, make 

determinations that are straightforward.  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

The direct method is widely regarded as an effective approach for improving English 

speaking skills [70], [71], [72]. One of the key advantages of this method is its emphasis 

on immersive and natural language use [73], [74], [75]. Unlike traditional language 

learning methods that rely heavily on translation and memorization, the direct method 

encourages learners to directly engage with the language through meaningful and 

contextualized communication [76], [77], [78]. 

By focusing on oral communication from the start, the direct method helps learners 

develop a natural sense of fluency and authenticity in their English speaking [79], [80]. It 

promotes active participation in conversations, role-plays, and real-life situations, which 

allows learners to practice and refine their speaking skills in a supportive and interactive 

environment [81], [82], [83]. Another advantage of the direct method is its emphasis on 

listening comprehension. Learners are exposed to authentic spoken English through 

conversations, audio materials, and native speaker models [84], [85]. This constant 
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exposure to real-life language patterns helps learners develop their listening skills, enabling 

them to understand and respond to English in a more intuitive and spontaneous manner. 

Furthermore, the direct method fosters the development of accurate pronunciation and 

intonation [86], [87], [88]. Learners are encouraged to imitate native speakers, paying close 

attention to the sounds, stress patterns, and rhythm of the language [89], [90]. This hands-

on approach to pronunciation allows learners to refine their spoken English and sound 

more natural when communicating with native speakers [91], [92], [93]. Overall, the direct 

method's focus on immersive and authentic language use, along with its emphasis on active 

participation and listening comprehension, provides learners with a solid foundation for 

enhancing their English speaking skills [94], [95]. By creating an environment that mirrors 

real-life communication scenarios, this method helps learners become more confident, 

fluent, and effective speakers of the English language. 

The direct method is a highly effective approach that should be used in improving English 

as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners. This method emphasizes the direct use of the target 

language in the classroom, promoting active communication and natural language 

acquisition [96], [97], [98]. By employing the direct method, learners are immersed in an 

English-speaking environment, where they are encouraged to think and express themselves 

directly in the target language. 

One of the main advantages of the direct method is its focus on oral communication. EFL 

learners often struggle with speaking fluently and confidently, and the direct method 

tackles this issue head-on. Through constant exposure to spoken English and interactive 

activities, learners develop their listening and speaking skills in a practical and meaningful 

way [99], [100]. They engage in conversations, role-plays, and real-life situations, allowing 

them to grasp the nuances of the language and communicate effectively in various 

contexts. Moreover, the direct method encourages the integration of grammar and 

vocabulary in a meaningful manner. Instead of relying on explicit grammar rules or tedious 

vocabulary lists, learners acquire language structures and words through context and real-

life examples. This holistic approach ensures that learners understand how grammar and 

vocabulary work in authentic language usage, enabling them to apply their knowledge 

naturally and spontaneously. 
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CONCLUSION  

In conclusion, the direct method promotes a positive and interactive classroom 

environment. Learners actively participate in the learning process, engaging in discussions, 

debates, and collaborative activities. This learner-centered approach fosters motivation, 

confidence, and a sense of ownership over their language development. The direct method 

also allows for immediate feedback and correction, which helps learners identify and 

rectify their language errors, leading to continuous improvement. The direct method is a 

highly effective approach for improving EFL learners. Its emphasis on oral 

communication, integration of grammar and vocabulary, and interactive classroom 

environment contribute to the development of fluent and confident English speakers. By 

immersing learners in the target language and providing authentic language experiences, 

the direct method facilitates natural language acquisition and empowers learners to 

communicate effectively in English. 
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