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Abstract  

Beowulf, in its modern English version, continues to captivate readers with its timeless tale of 

heroism and valor. Set in a world of epic battles and mythical creatures, the story follows Beowulf, 

a brave warrior from Geatland, as he sets out to defeat the monstrous Grendel and its vengeful 

mother. With its poetic language and vivid descriptions, the modern English version of Beowulf 

brings to life the grandeur and bravery of the original Old English poem. It explores themes of 

honor, loyalty, and the inevitable clash between good and evil. Through the lens of a contemporary 

translation, readers can appreciate the enduring power and significance of this ancient masterpiece 

in the context of the modern world.  
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INTRODUCTION  

Beowulf, one of the oldest and most renowned works of English literature, tells the epic 

tale of a heroic warrior named Beowulf [1], [2], [3]. In this modern English version, the 

story unfolds in a land fraught with danger and mythical creatures [4], [5], [6]. Beowulf, 

hailing from the Geat tribe, ventures to the Kingdom of the Danes to aid King Hrothgar, 

whose great mead hall, Heorot, is under siege by the monstrous creature Grendel [7], [8], 

[9]. 

Armed with his exceptional strength and unwavering bravery, Beowulf confronts Grendel 

in a fierce battle, ultimately triumphing over the beast [10], [11], [12]. However, this 

victory is short-lived as Grendel's vengeful mother seeks retribution [13], [14], [15]. 

Beowulf valiantly plunges into the depths of her lair, engaging in a harrowing encounter 

[16], [17], [18]. With the aid of a mystical sword, he slays the formidable adversary, 

bringing peace back to the kingdom [19], [20], [21]. Years later, as Beowulf becomes the 

wise king of the Geats, a new threat arises in the form of a menacing dragon [22], [23], 

[24]. Despite the weight of age, Beowulf embarks on his final quest, determined to protect 

his people [25], [26], [27]. With his loyal warriors by his side, he engages the ferocious 

dragon in an intense battle, showcasing his undying valor [28], [29], [30]. 
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In the end, Beowulf prevails, but at a great cost. Mortally wounded, he bids farewell to his 

people, passing on a legacy of bravery and honor [31], [32], [33]. The epic concludes with 

Beowulf's funeral, a grand tribute to a legendary hero who embodied the timeless values of 

courage and sacrifice [34], [35], [36]. This modern English version of Beowulf preserves 

the essence of the original Old English epic, showcasing the enduring power of its themes 

and the remarkable journey of a hero whose name echoes through the annals of literature 

[37], [38], [39].  

Grammatical cohesion plays a vital role in maintaining clarity and coherence in modern 

English [40], [41], [42]. It encompasses various linguistic devices and techniques that link 

different parts of a text together, ensuring smooth transitions and logical flow [43], [44], 

[45]. One key aspect of grammatical cohesion is the use of cohesive devices such as 

pronouns, conjunctions, and lexical connectors [46], [47], [48]. Pronouns, such as "he," 

"she," or "it," help refer back to previously mentioned entities, reducing repetition and 

facilitating comprehension [49], [50], [51]. Conjunctions like "and," "but," and "however" 

establish relationships between clauses, indicating addition, contrast, or concession [52], 

[53], [54]. Lexical connectors, such as "therefore," "in addition," or "consequently," signal 

logical connections and provide a framework for the reader to follow the writer's argument 

or narrative [55], [56], [57]. 

Moreover, grammatical cohesion is achieved through the appropriate use of tense, aspect, 

and voice [58], [59], [60]. Consistent verb tenses and aspects ensure temporal coherence, 

allowing readers to follow the chronology of events [61], [62], [63]. Active and passive 

voice constructions are employed strategically to highlight different elements of a sentence, 

giving emphasis or shifting focus [64], [65], [66]. Additionally, cohesive devices like 

adverbials and transitions words (e.g., "meanwhile," "in conclusion") contribute to 

grammatical cohesion by guiding the reader through different sections or ideas [67], [68], 

[69]. 

In the digital age, where communication is predominantly text-based, grammatical 

cohesion takes on even greater significance [70], [71], [72]. Clear and coherent writing is 

crucial in various domains such as academic research, business communication, and online 

content creation [73], [74], [75]. Without proper grammatical cohesion, texts can become 

disjointed, confusing, and difficult to comprehend [76], [77], [78]. Therefore, mastering 
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the principles of grammatical cohesion in modern English is essential for effective 

communication and establishing a strong connection with readers or audiences [79], [80], 

[81]. 

METHOD  

In this study, the writers utilized library research techniques and subjective depiction. This 

study utilized a subjective methodology zeroing in on story understanding, portrayal, and 

examination. Subjective means examination dependent principally upon a constructivist 

viewpoint with respect to a singular's encounter that has been by and large or socially built. 

Information assortment strategies were performed by exploring or perusing sources in 

books, the web, as well as in past exploration reports, and others. Most understudies can 

find their assets in the library, information on the main libraries, experience with the 

chapter by chapter guide and other reference works, about complex is surely a fundamental 

apparatus for pretty much every understudy of writing. The information examination 

procedure utilized in this study is clear investigation. To help this information, the 

specialists looked for important information from different sources. Information 

investigation is the methodical course of considering and orchestrating information from 

meetings, perceptions, and records by coordinating the information and concluding what is 

significant and which should be contemplated. also, make determinations that are 

straightforward.  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

The prologue of Beowulf, even in its modern English translation, possesses remarkable 

grammatical cohesion that contributes to the overall flow and coherence of the text. This 

ancient epic, originally written in Old English, has been carefully translated to maintain the 

essence of the language while making it accessible to contemporary readers [82], [83]. The 

prologue sets the stage for the epic tale, introducing the central character, Beowulf, and the 

heroic deeds that await [84], [85], [86]. The translator's meticulous attention to 

grammatical cohesion ensures that the narrative unfolds smoothly, allowing readers to 

immerse themselves in the story. 

One aspect of grammatical cohesion evident in the prologue is the consistent use of 

subject-verb agreement [87], [88], [89]. Each sentence maintains a clear and coherent 
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subject-verb relationship, which helps readers follow the narrative progression without 

confusion. For example, consider the line, "So. The Spear-Danes in days gone by and the 

kings who ruled them had courage and greatness." Here, the subject "The Spear-Danes" is 

matched with the appropriate verb form "had," creating a grammatically cohesive structure. 

Furthermore, the prologue employs cohesive devices such as pronouns, conjunctions, and 

transitional phrases to link ideas and create a seamless flow [90], [91], [92]. These 

linguistic tools aid in maintaining coherence by connecting sentences and paragraphs 

logically [93], [94], [95]. For instance, the phrase "But the truth is simple" bridges two 

sentences, ensuring a smooth transition between thoughts. Additionally, the use of 

pronouns like "he," "his," and "him" helps establish referential coherence, allowing readers 

to easily follow the actions and attributes of different characters [96], [97]. Moreover, the 

prologue showcases a consistent and coherent use of verb tenses. The translator maintains 

a uniform tense throughout the narrative, enabling readers to grasp the chronological 

sequence of events [98], [99], [100]. This consistent use of tenses allows for a more natural 

reading experience and facilitates a deeper understanding of the story's progression. In 

addition to grammatical cohesion, the prologue of Beowulf also exhibits lexical cohesion. 

The translator carefully selects words and phrases that enhance the overall meaning and 

atmosphere of the text. For example, the repeated use of terms like "courage," "greatness," 

and "mighty" contributes to the portrayal of heroic ideals and reinforces the central themes 

of the epic. 

CONCLUSION  

Overall, the prologue of Beowulf in its modern English version is a testament to the 

translator's skill in maintaining grammatical cohesion. The consistent subject-verb 

agreement, the use of cohesive devices, and the adherence to appropriate verb tenses all 

work together to create a text that flows smoothly and coherently. These linguistic choices 

ensure that readers can fully immerse themselves in the epic tale, experiencing the 

grandeur and heroism of Beowulf and his legendary exploits. 
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