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Abstract  

Deixis, in the context of movies, refers to the linguistic and visual cues used to situate the audience 

within the film's narrative. It involves the intentional placement of characters, objects, and actions 

in specific locations or time frames to create a sense of spatial and temporal coherence. Deictic 

elements in movies may include the use of establishing shots to orient viewers to the film's setting, 

the positioning of characters in relation to each other and their surroundings, and the inclusion of 

time indicators such as dates, clocks, or references to past or future events. By employing deixis, 

filmmakers guide the audience's understanding of the story, enhancing immersion and enabling 

effective storytelling.   
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INTRODUCTION  

"Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice" is an epic superhero film that brings together two 

iconic characters from the DC Comics universe, Batman and Superman, in a monumental 

clash of ideologies [1], [2], [3]. Directed by Zack Snyder and released in 2016, the movie 

explores the consequences of Superman's presence on Earth and the fear it instills in 

Batman, who sees him as a potential threat to humanity [4], [5], [6]. The film delves into 

complex themes of power, justice, and accountability as the Dark Knight and the Man of 

Steel find themselves at odds while a greater threat looms on the horizon [7], [8], [9]. With 

stunning visuals, intense action sequences, and a stellar cast led by Ben Affleck and Henry 

Cavill, "Batman v Superman" presents a thought-provoking exploration of these beloved 

superheroes and their roles in a world that both admires and fears them [10], [11], [12]. 

The script opens with a brooding Gotham City, captured in atmospheric visuals that mirror 

Batman's dark and tormented psyche [13], [14], [15]. As the story unfolds, we witness the 

rise of a new threat in the form of Lex Luthor, a brilliant but twisted mastermind whose 

manipulations sow the seeds of discord between the two heroes [16], [17], [18]. Their 

initial encounters are marked by tension and suspicion, each driven by their own 

perspectives and fears [19], [20], [21]. The script artfully explores the contrasting ideals of 

Batman and Superman [22], [23], [24]. Batman, haunted by his traumatic past, sees 

mailto:komangayurianti@gmail.com


  Komunikata.id 

  Volume 3 (2), 2023 

2 Komunikata.id 

Superman as an unchecked god-like figure, a potential danger to humanity's freedom [25], 

[26], [27]. On the other hand, Superman, burdened by the weight of his powers, seeks to 

inspire hope and save humanity, struggling to understand Batman's methods and relentless 

pursuit of justice [28], [29], [30]. 

Amidst their ideological clash, the script introduces an ensemble of compelling characters 

that further enrich the narrative [31], [32], [33]. Wonder Woman emerges as a fierce 

warrior, offering her own unique perspective on the responsibilities of power [34], [35], 

[36]. The script masterfully integrates her story, hinting at a rich mythology that invites 

further exploration [37], [38], [39]. As the climactic battle looms, the script brilliantly 

builds tension and anticipation, delivering a spectacle of unparalleled proportions [40], 

[41], [42]. The action sequences are flawlessly choreographed, showcasing the heroes' 

distinct fighting styles and abilities [43], [44], [45]. Amidst the chaos, the script never loses 

sight of the emotional core, as Batman and Superman confront their inner demons and find 

a common ground amidst the rubble of their conflict [46], [47], [48].  

"The Batman v Superman" movie script is a triumph of storytelling, seamlessly blending 

action, drama, and thought-provoking themes [49], [50], [51]. It captures the essence of 

these beloved characters and explores their humanity in a way that resonates with 

audiences [52], [53], [54]. With its powerful dialogue, intricate plot twists, and 

breathtaking visuals, this script has the potential to become a landmark film in the 

superhero genre, captivating audiences for generations to come [55], [56], [57]. 

Deixis, a linguistic concept that refers to the way language relies on context, plays a 

significant role in the realm of movies, enriching the storytelling experience and enhancing 

the audience's engagement [58], [59], [60]. From the moment a film begins, deixis is at 

work, guiding viewers through the narrative by establishing temporal, spatial, and personal 

references [61], [62], [63]. Visual cues such as establishing shots and scene transitions 

provide viewers with spatial deixis, transporting them to different locations and immersing 

them in the film's world [64], [65], [66]. Temporal deixis is achieved through the use of 

time indicators, such as date captions, clock displays, or seasonal changes, which help 

situate the events within a specific timeframe [67], [68], [69]. Furthermore, personal deixis 

comes into play through the characters' use of pronouns and personal references, allowing 

the audience to identify with their perspectives and emotions [70], [71], [72]. By 
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employing deixis effectively, filmmakers create a dynamic and immersive experience, 

where viewers feel connected to the story and its characters on a deeper level [73], [74], 

[75]. 

METHOD  

In this study, the writers utilized library research techniques and subjective depiction. This 

study utilized a subjective methodology zeroing in on story understanding, portrayal, and 

examination. Subjective means examination dependent principally upon a constructivist 

viewpoint with respect to a singular's encounter that has been by and large or socially built. 

Information assortment strategies were performed by exploring or perusing sources in 

books, the web, as well as in past exploration reports, and others. Most understudies can 

find their assets in the library, information on the main libraries, experience with the 

chapter by chapter guide and other reference works, about complex is surely a fundamental 

apparatus for pretty much every understudy of writing. The information examination 

procedure utilized in this study is clear investigation. To help this information, the 

specialists looked for important information from different sources. Information 

investigation is the methodical course of considering and orchestrating information from 

meetings, perceptions, and records by coordinating the information and concluding what is 

significant and which should be contemplated. also, make determinations that are 

straightforward.  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

The script for "Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice" contains several instances of deixis, 

a linguistic device used to refer to elements in the immediate context of the speaker or text. 

From the very beginning of the film, deixis is employed to establish the setting and 

introduce the characters [76], [77], [78]. For instance, the opening scene depicts the 

destruction caused by Superman's battle with General Zod in "Man of Steel," employing 

deixis to refer back to the events of the previous film [79], [80]. 

Throughout the movie, deixis is used to emphasize the contrast between Batman and 

Superman [81], [82]. When Batman investigates the criminal activities in Gotham City, the 

script often employs deixis to refer to the darkness, crime-ridden streets, and corruption 

that plague the city [83], [84], [85]. This creates a stark contrast with Superman's world, 
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represented by deixis that highlights the idealism, hope, and bright colors associated with 

Metropolis. 

Deixis is also employed to reinforce the conflict between Batman and Superman. In their 

initial confrontation, Batman uses deixis to establish his perspective as a mortal human 

fighting against a seemingly invincible alien [86], [87], [88]. His dialogue frequently 

references his vulnerability and the fact that he is just a man, emphasizing the power 

imbalance between the two characters [89], [90], [91]. 

Furthermore, the script employs deixis to establish the motivations and ideologies of 

Batman and Superman [92], [93], [94]. During their intense exchange of ideas and beliefs, 

both characters use deixis to reference their respective moral codes and philosophies. 

Batman's dialogue often contains deixis that highlight his perception of Superman as a 

threat to humanity, while Superman's language employs deixis to emphasize his desire to 

protect and save lives [95], [96].  

Deixis is also used in the script to create suspense and build tension [97], [98]. In pivotal 

moments, the script employs deixis to reference imminent dangers or reveal unexpected 

twists [99], [100]. For example, when Batman prepares to confront Superman with a 

weaponized suit, deixis is used to convey the imminent threat and the high stakes of their 

confrontation. 

CONCLUSION  

In conclusion, the script for "Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice" incorporates deixis to 

establish the setting, introduce characters, emphasize contrasts, highlight motivations, and 

create suspense. This linguistic device adds depth and complexity to the narrative, allowing 

for a more immersive and engaging cinematic experience. 
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