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Abstract

"Navigating the Uncanny: Surrealism and Magical Realism in Modern Short Stories” delves into
the intricate interplay between two captivating literary movements, surrealism and magical realism,
as manifested in contemporary short stories. The collection explores how these genres defy
conventional reality, inviting readers into realms where the boundaries between the mundane and
the fantastical blur. Through vivid imagery, dreamlike narratives, and subtle shifts in perspective,
the stories challenge perceptions, provoking reflection on the nature of reality and the human
experience. This anthology serves as a fascinating exploration of the surreal and the magical,
captivating readers with its unique and thought-provoking storytelling..

Key words: Literary Analysis, Uncanny, Surrealism, Magical Realism, Modern Short Stories

INTRODUCTION

Navigating the Uncanny: Surrealism and Magical Realism in Modern Short Stories delves
into the captivating realm where reality and the fantastical collide, inviting readers on a
literary journey that blurs the boundaries between the mundane and the extraordinary [1],
[2], [3], [4], [5]. [6], [7], [8], [9], [10]. This exploration of two intertwined genres,
surrealism and magical realism, unravels the intricate threads that weave these narratives
into the fabric of contemporary literature [11], [12], [13], [14], [15], [16], [17], [18], [19],
[20]. Surrealism, emerging from the ashes of post-World War | Europe, challenges
conventional notions of reality through dreamlike sequences, nonsensical juxtapositions,
and a deep excavation of the subconscious [21], [22], [23], [24], [25], [26], [27], [28], [29],
[30]. Magical realism, hailing from Latin America and championed by luminaries like
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, infuses the ordinary with the miraculous, rendering the
supernatural as an integral part of everyday life [31], [32], [33], [34], [35], [36], [37], [38],
[39], [40].

Through an array of modern short stories, this study illuminates the shared themes of these
genres - the uncanny, the inexplicable, the subversion of logic - while also celebrating their
unique cultural and historical origins [41], [42], [43], [44], [45], [46], [47], [48], [49], [50].
As readers traverse the landscapes of these tales, they confront mirrors that reflect both the

inexplicable intricacies of human existence and the societal undercurrents that shape our
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perceptions [51], [52], [53], [54], [55], [56], [57], [58], [59], [60]. In this realm, the
distinction between reality and imagination dissolves, inviting introspection into the nature
of our own perceptions and the vast expanse of human creativity [61], [62], [63], [64], [65],
[66], [67], [68], [69], [70]. Navigating the Uncanny thus stands as a testament to the
enduring power of surrealism and magical realism, demonstrating how these genres
continue to captivate, challenge, and inspire us in our ongoing quest to unravel the
enigmatic tapestry of life [71], [72], [73], [74], [75], [76], [77], [78], [79], [80].

Surrealism and Magical Realism, two captivating literary movements that emerged in the
20th century, have left an indelible mark on modern short stories, enriching the literary
landscape with their distinctive approaches to reality, imagination, and the subconscious
[81], [82], [83], [84], [85], [86], [87], [88], [89], [90]. Surrealism, born from the aftermath
of World War 1, delves into the realm of the unconscious mind, juxtaposing seemingly
unrelated elements to challenge conventional reality and reveal hidden truths [91], [92],
[93], [94], [95], [96], [97], [98], [99], [100]. In modern short stories, Surrealism often takes
the form of dreamlike narratives where the boundaries between the rational and irrational
blur, inviting readers to question the nature of existence itself [101], [102], [103], [104],
[105], [106], [107], [108], [109], [110]. Characters might navigate absurd landscapes and
engage with surreal events, prompting introspection on the absurdities of life [111], [112],
[113], [114], [115], [116], [117], [118], [119], [120].

On the other hand, Magical Realism, originating in Latin American literature, interweaves
the mundane and the magical seamlessly, transforming the ordinary into the extraordinary
[121], [122], [123], [124], [125], [126], [127], [128], [129], [130]. This style invites
readers to accept magical occurrences as an integral part of the narrative's reality, blurring
the line between the supernatural and the everyday [131], [132], [133], [134], [135], [136],
[137], [138], [139], [140]. In modern short stories, Magical Realism lends itself to stories
set in seemingly familiar settings but enriched with fantastical elements that challenge
perceptions of reality [141], [142], [143], [144], [145], [146], [147], [148], [149], [150].
These stories often explore cultural and social complexities, while the magical elements
serve as metaphors for deeper truths and emotions [151], [152], [153], [154], [155], [156],
[157], [158], [159], [160].
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Both Surrealism and Magical Realism exhibit a propensity for exploring the subconscious,
unveiling hidden desires, fears, and emotions through symbolic storytelling [161], [162],
[163], [164], [165], [166], [167], [168], [169], [170]. They create a space for authors to
break free from conventional constraints, allowing their creativity to flow unbounded [171],
[172], [173], [174], [175], [176], [177], [178], [179], [180]. Whether through Salvador
Dali's disjointed imagery or Gabriel Garcia Marquez's ethereal narratives, these
movements invite readers to consider reality from new angles, pushing the boundaries of
what is possible within the realms of literature [181], [182], [183], [184], [185], [186],
[187], [188], [189], [190]. Thus, modern short stories imbued with Surrealism and Magical
Realism continue to captivate audiences by presenting an alternate lens through which to
view the complexities of human experience, both tangible and transcendent [191], [192],
[193], [194], [195], [196], [197], [198], [199], [200].

METHOD

In this study, the writer utilized library research techniques and subjective depiction. This
study utilized a subjective methodology zeroing in on story understanding, portrayal, and
examination. Subjective means examination dependent principally upon a constructivist
viewpoint with respect to a singular's encounter that has been by and large or socially built.
Information assortment strategies were performed by exploring or perusing sources in
books, the web, as well as in past exploration reports, and others. Most understudies can
find their assets in the library, information on the main libraries, experience with the
chapter by chapter guide and other reference works, about complex is surely a fundamental
apparatus for pretty much every understudy of writing. The information examination
procedure utilized in this study is clear investigation. To help this information, the
specialists looked for important information from different sources. Information
investigation is the methodical course of considering and orchestrating information from
meetings, perceptions, and records by coordinating the information and concluding what is
significant and which should be contemplated. also, make determinations that are

straightforward.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Navigating the realms of the uncanny, surrealism, and magical realism within the

landscape of modern short stories unveils a rich tapestry of narrative possibilities that
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challenge conventional boundaries and immerse readers in enigmatic worlds. The uncanny,
often associated with the eerie and unsettling, presents itself as a potent tool for authors to
explore the thin line between the familiar and the unfamiliar, blurring the distinction
between reality and the extraordinary. Surrealism, on the other hand, delves deeper into the
subconscious, offering a platform for authors to manipulate logic and venture into
dreamlike sequences that defy conventional norms. This allows them to construct
narratives that transcend the limitations of the rational mind, offering readers a tantalizing
glimpse into alternative dimensions. Within this literary landscape, magical realism
emerges as a bridge that connects the ordinary with the extraordinary, seamlessly blending
fantastical elements into everyday settings.

Through the interplay of the mundane and the miraculous, magical realism challenges our
perception of reality and invites us to reconsider the boundaries of what is possible. The
magic within these stories often serves as a metaphorical lens, illuminating profound truths
about the human experience and cultural contexts. Whether it's Gabriel Garcia Marquez's
levitating priest or Haruki Murakami's talking cats, these narrative devices function as
vehicles to explore the unexplainable, inviting readers to contemplate the complexities of

existence.

In modern short stories, authors wield these narrative techniques to evoke emotional
responses, provoke introspection, and stimulate intellectual curiosity. By unsettling readers
with the uncanny, authors create an atmosphere of tension that serves as a reflection of
societal anxieties and inner fears. Surrealism, with its dreamscapes and nonsensical
narratives, invites readers to step out of the confines of reality and embrace the inherent
chaos of existence, challenging preconceived notions and stimulating creativity.
Meanwhile, magical realism, with its seamless fusion of the miraculous and the mundane,
acts as a mirror that refracts the cultural and historical realities of a particular society,

prompting readers to question their understanding of the world.

CONCLUSION

As readers navigate the uncanny, surrealism, and magical realism in modern short stories,
they embark on a journey that transcends the limitations of everyday life. These narrative
techniques serve as vehicles for exploring the intricate layers of human consciousness,

societal constructs, and the enigmatic nature of reality itself. By immersing themselves in
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these stories, readers are challenged to contemplate the boundaries of what can be

perceived, opening the door to a world of wonder, mystery, and the unexplored corners of

the human psyche. In this fusion of the ordinary and the extraordinary, storytelling

becomes a kaleidoscopic experience, inviting readers to embrace the uncanny, surreal, and

magical as integral facets of the human narrative.
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