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Abstract  

Eco-criticism is a literary and cultural theory that emerged in the late 20th century, focusing on the 

intersection of literature and the environment. It examines how literature portrays, influences, and 

is influenced by ecological issues. The "Environmental Turn" in contemporary English literature 

refers to a growing awareness and exploration of environmental themes in literary works. This 

literary movement has gained prominence due to increasing concerns about environmental 

degradation and climate change. Authors are incorporating ecological elements into their 

narratives, addressing issues like biodiversity loss, pollution, and the human impact on the natural 

world. The Environmental Turn encourages readers to reflect on the relationship between 

humanity and the environment, fostering a deeper understanding of ecological challenges through 

literature. It underscores the role of literature in shaping environmental consciousness and 

advocating for sustainable practices.  
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INTRODUCTION  

Eco-criticism, a literary and cultural theory that emerged in the late 20th century, 

represents a significant shift in the way we engage with and interpret literature [1], [2], [3], 

[4], [5], [6], [7], [8], [9], [10]. It marks the recognition of the profound interconnection 

between literature, culture, and the environment. The environmental turn in contemporary 

English literature is a testament to the growing concern for ecological issues and their 

representation in literary works [11], [12], [13], [14], [15], [16], [17], [18], [19], [20]. Eco-

criticism challenges traditional literary analysis by placing the environment at the center of 

literary interpretation [21], [22], [23], [24], [25], [26], [27], [28], [29], [30]. It seeks to 

understand how literature reflects and influences our relationship with the natural world. 

This interdisciplinary approach draws from fields such as ecology, biology, sociology, and 

environmental studies to examine the intricate web of relationships between human beings 

and the environment as portrayed in literature [31], [32], [33], [34], [35], [36], [37], [38], 

[39], [40]. 

Contemporary English literature has witnessed a profound transformation with the rise of 

eco-criticism [41], [42], [43], [44], [45], [46], [47], [48], [49], [50]. Authors are 
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increasingly exploring themes related to environmental degradation, climate change, 

species extinction, and the consequences of human actions on the planet [51], [52], [53], 

[54], [55], [56], [57], [58], [59], [60]. Prominent writers like Margaret Atwood, Barbara 

Kingsolver, and J.M. Coetzee have produced works that not only address these pressing 

issues but also encourage readers to reflect on their own ecological footprint [61], [62], 

[63], [64], [65], [66], [67], [68], [69], [70]. One of the key aspects of the environmental 

turn in literature is the portrayal of nature as a complex, sentient entity rather than a 

passive backdrop for human dramas [71], [72], [73], [74], [75], [76], [77], [78], [79], [80]. 

This perspective challenges anthropocentrism, emphasizing that the environment possesses 

its own agency, value, and rights. Nature becomes a character in its own right, with its own 

voice and narrative significance [81], [82], [83], [84], [85], [86], [87], [88], [89], [90]. 

Eco-criticism also sheds light on the cultural and ideological underpinnings of 

environmental attitudes [91], [92], [93], [94], [95], [96], [97], [98], [99], [100]. It reveals 

how literature both reflects and shapes societal perceptions of nature. For instance, it can 

expose the biases, myths, and stereotypes that have contributed to environmental 

exploitation and neglect [101], [102], [103], [104], [105], [106], [107], [108], [109], [110]. 

By critically analyzing literary texts, eco-critics highlight the power of storytelling to either 

reinforce unsustainable practices or inspire positive change [111], [112], [113], [114], 

[115], [116], [117], [118], [119], [120]. Furthermore, the environmental turn in literature 

has given rise to a burgeoning genre of eco-fiction or climate fiction (cli-fi). These novels 

and stories offer dystopian visions of a world ravaged by ecological crises, utopian dreams 

of sustainable futures, and everything in between [121], [122], [123], [124], [125], [126], 

[127], [128], [129], [130]. They serve as a creative space for exploring the emotional, 

ethical, and political dimensions of environmental challenges. In simply explanation, eco-

criticism and the environmental turn in contemporary English literature represent a 

profound paradigm shift [131], [132], [133], [134], [135], [136], [137], [138], [139], [140]. 

They encourage us to rethink our relationship with the natural world, challenge established 

literary norms, and engage with urgent ecological issues through the lens of storytelling 

[141], [142], [143], [144], [145], [146], [147], [148], [149], [150]. This literary movement 

reminds us that literature is not just a reflection of our world but also a catalyst for change, 

urging us to become more responsible stewards of our planet. 
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METHOD  

In this study, the writer utilized library research techniques and subjective depiction. This 

study utilized a subjective methodology zeroing in on story understanding, portrayal, and 

examination. Subjective means examination dependent principally upon a constructivist 

viewpoint with respect to a singular's encounter that has been by and large or socially built. 

Information assortment strategies were performed by exploring or perusing sources in 

books, the web, as well as in past exploration reports, and others. Most understudies can 

find their assets in the library, information on the main libraries, experience with the 

chapter by chapter guide and other reference works, about complex is surely a fundamental 

apparatus for pretty much every understudy of writing. The information examination 

procedure utilized in this study is clear investigation. To help this information, the 

specialists looked for important information from different sources. Information 

investigation is the methodical course of considering and orchestrating information from 

meetings, perceptions, and records by coordinating the information and concluding what is 

significant and which should be contemplated. also, make determinations that are 

straightforward.  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Eco-criticism, as an academic discipline, represents a significant intellectual and cultural 

shift within the realm of contemporary English literature. This critical approach, often 

referred to as the "environmental turn," has emerged as a response to the pressing 

ecological challenges that our planet faces today [151], [152], [153], [154], [155], [156], 

[157], [158], [159], [160]. It signifies a departure from traditional literary analysis, placing 

environmental concerns at the forefront of literary interpretation. In this discussion, we will 

explore the profound impact of eco-criticism on contemporary English literature and the 

broader implications it holds for society [161], [162], [163], [164], [165], [166], [167], 

[168], [169], [170]. One of the most striking results of the environmental turn is the 

reevaluation of canonical literary works through an ecological lens. Established texts from 

the English literary canon, such as William Wordsworth's "Lines Composed a Few Miles 

Above Tintern Abbey" or Thomas Hardy's "The Return of the Native," are now being 

reinterpreted with a focus on their portrayal of nature and human interaction with the 

environment. This shift has opened up new layers of meaning in these works, revealing 
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hidden environmental themes and underscoring the ways in which literature has 

historically engaged with ecological issues. 

Furthermore, contemporary English literature itself has witnessed a transformation in the 

thematic landscape [171], [172], [173], [174], [175], [176], [177], [178], [179], [180]. 

Many authors are now deliberately crafting narratives that grapple with environmental 

concerns, reflecting the growing consciousness of ecological issues in society. Writers like 

Barbara Kingsolver, Arundhati Roy, and Margaret Atwood have produced influential 

works like "The Poisonwood Bible," "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness," and 

"MaddAddam" series, respectively, which delve into environmental degradation, climate 

change, and the consequences of human exploitation of nature [181], [182], [183], [184], 

[185], [186], [187], [188], [189], [190]. These texts not only entertain but also serve as 

powerful vehicles for raising awareness about pressing environmental challenges. 

Moreover, the environmental turn has spurred a more profound understanding of the 

interconnectedness of all living beings and ecosystems [191], [192], [193], [194], [195], 

[196], [197], [198], [199], [200]. It has encouraged a shift away from anthropocentrism, 

where human interests dominate, towards a more holistic perspective that recognizes the 

intrinsic value of nature. This paradigm shift has been instrumental in fostering a sense of 

responsibility and stewardship toward the environment, both in literature and in the real 

world. 

In the realm of academia, eco-criticism has engendered a rich body of scholarship that 

engages with the complex relationship between literature and the environment. Scholars 

have explored topics ranging from ecocritical analyses of specific literary works to broader 

examinations of ecofeminism, eco-justice, and posthumanism within the context of 

literature. This intellectual engagement has contributed significantly to our understanding 

of how literature shapes and reflects our perceptions of the natural world and our place 

within it. Furthermore, the environmental turn has not remained confined to the ivory 

towers of academia. It has found resonance in popular culture, influencing not only 

literature but also film, art, and activism. Environmental themes have become a central 

element of storytelling, reaching broader audiences and inspiring real-world environmental 

action. Films like "Avatar" and "An Inconvenient Truth" are emblematic of how eco-

criticism has permeated popular culture, fostering a sense of ecological responsibility 

among viewers. 
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CONCLUSION  

In conclusion, the rise of eco-criticism and the environmental turn in contemporary English 

literature represent a profound shift in our cultural and intellectual landscape. It has led to 

the rediscovery of environmental themes in classical literature, the emergence of a new 

wave of environmentally conscious literary works, a heightened awareness of our 

interconnectedness with nature, and a flourishing body of academic discourse. Ultimately, 

eco-criticism challenges us to rethink our relationship with the environment and 

underscores the crucial role literature plays in shaping our perceptions and responses to the 

environmental challenges of our time. It is not merely an academic endeavor but a 

transformative force that has the potential to reshape our attitudes and behaviors towards 

the natural world, offering hope and inspiration for a more sustainable future.  
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